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THE LYMINGE
NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 2025From The Lyminge Association

Produced by THE LYMINGE ASSOCIATION | www.lyminge.org.uk

For the communities of 
LYMINGE, ETCHINGHILL, RHODES MINNIS and POSTLING

The Lyminge Association wishes you all a very enjoyable Christmas and 
hopes that the New Year proves to be full of good health and happiness.

Please note, that because of the Christmas holidays,  the January edition of the newsletter will be delayed until early January 2026

As in previous years,  The Lyminge Association is happy to confirm that 
Santa and his willing elves will be personally delivering Christmas presents 
to children in their homes on the evening of Monday, 22nd December. 
Presents may be left at The Methodist Church, Church Road, Lyminge, 
CT18 8JA on either Saturday, 13th December between 10am and 3.30pm or 
Saturday, 20th December between 10am and 3.30pm only. Sorry - no other 
dates or times!! A receipt will be given for each bag of presents deposited.
The parcels need to be well wrapped and CLEARLY LABELLED WITH THE 
RECIPIENT’S NAME & ADDRESS including POSTCODE.
A small charge of £2 is made per address; there is no limit to the number 
of presents per household, but they all need to be clearly marked with the 
recipient’s name and address.

CHRISTMAS PRESENT DELIVERYCHRISTMAS PRESENT DELIVERY

The parcels need to be well wrapped and CLEARLY LABELLED WITH  
RECIPIENT’S NAME & ADDRESS including POSTCODE. A
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Margaret Saunders’ Meanderings

Passing by the Tudor castle of St Mawes with its round 
keep, I wander along a road which runs parallel with 
the shore.  This road ends with a wooden gate which 
leads on to the coastal footpath to St Just.  Large 
individual houses have been built on the landward side 
of the road, with commanding views of the Fal estuary 
known as the Carrick Roads.  Little sandy bays are 
separated by rocks over which the sea is frothing and 
foaming.  Just above the waterline two oyster catchers, 
with their distinctive jet black plumage on their heads, 
backs and tails and white chest underneath, dart 
restlessly on reddish-pink legs amongst and over the 
rocks.  They prod and poke their bright orange-red 
beaks in search of mussels and cockles, emitting a 
high pitched squeaky chirrup-like cry every so often.  
It is late afternoon and gradually the blue of the sky 
and sea turns to platinum then gold, the sunlight 
shimmering a path across the estuary, in preparation 
for another magnificent sunset.

One bright sunny morning I walk down the hill to the 
harbour village of St Mawes where a harbour wall 
protects the street and houses on its lower level.  Boats 
and yachts are moored in the calm waters of the haven, 
well protected from the gale-force westerly winds 
that often blow around this coast.  Picturesque newly 
whitewashed houses line the winding road, their names 
indicating their history – Pilchard House with pale blue 
shutters, Court House, The Old Bakehouse and Old 
Dairy.  A candyfloss-pink cottage with a thatched roof 
is aptly called Pink Cottage.  Steep steps lead down 
the harbour wall onto the beach where the dark rocks 
envelope pebble and shell-strewn sand.  A diving 
platform is anchored off-shore, in the deeper water  
away from the rocks.

Away from the water the streets climb steeply inland, 
with footpaths becoming flights of steps.   Walls made 

The following are some of my second observations made on my meanderings 
in the last week of September from around St Mawes in Cornwall.

from granite stones hold up gardens, some of the 
blocks of stones laid dry, some cemented together 
and others constructed of long thin stones laid dry in 
a zig-zag pattern.  Similar walls line the lanes, holding 
firm the field edge over the centuries, ensuring safe 
passage for people, animals, carts and now motorised 
vehicles.  These walls are often obscured by moss, ivy, 
brambles and other plants, whose seeds have found 
a foothold amongst the ancient hard wearing stone.  
A fern hangs over the top of a wall creating a dark 
shadow against the white lichened stone.

Above the castle are the Lamorran House Gardens, a 
sub-tropical Italianate garden, with a focus on foliage.  
Today is hot and I am grateful for the shade that is 
afforded by a huge variety of tall trees.  Built on a steep 
south-facing slope, there are corners and spaces 
interspersed throughout and every so often, a view 
opens up of the deep sapphire sea beyond, sparkling 
with diamonds as the sun catches the ripples.  Mini 
waterfalls lead into ponds where statues rest amongst 
fronds and leaves;  elegant metal bird sculptures 
sit on sand at the base of a palm tree;  rose-shaped 
succulents abound in bright greens, deep reds and 
mixtures of the two;  tree ferns quiver in the breeze, 
their leaves shining in the sunlight;  a face-shaped 
fountain with green trailing foliage for hair;  a stone 
statue of pan playing his flute;  a niche in a stone wall 
houses a female statue whose image is reflected in 
the fern-fringed pool below as a firecrest flits about 
in an overhanging tree.  On the terrace in front of the 
house at the top of the garden, a few tables are placed 
where food and drink can be enjoyed in a wonderfully 
peaceful setting.  Today is the last day the gardens will 
be open this season and I am pleased that this was 
my choice for today’s outing, a mere five minutes stroll 
from our holiday cottage.
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A warm welcome awaits you at our services followed by a time of refreshment 
and fellowship in our Lyminge Church or at our small and beautiful Chapel at 
Rhodes Minnis. Please note that times and venues may vary.

If more information is required please contact the Church Wardens, 
Derek Smith 01303 862508 or Mike Chinneck 01303 863911

Church Services
Valley Methodist Church

Postling Church Services

St Mary and St Ethelburga
Parish Church, Lyminge   

LYMINGE
Date Time Event

7th December 11.00am Mrs Keeley Taylor

14th December 10.15am Valley Service at Elham

21st December 11.00am Rev Malcolm Peach

24th December 6.00pm Carols by Torchlight - Rev Malcolm Peach

Christmas Day  10.00am United Service at St Andrew’s Church, Cheriton, led by the Rev. Gill Songer

4th January 10.30am United Circuit Covenant service at St Andrew’s Church, Cheriton

Date Location Time Event

Sunday 7th December
Lyminge
Paddlesworth                                

10.00am
4.00pm

WOW Service
Evensong BCP

Sunday 14th December Lyminge
8.00am Holy Communion CW2

6.00pm Evensong BCP 

Saturday 20th December Lyminge 5.00pm Carols by Candlelight (nine lessons and 
carols)

Sunday 21st December
Lyminge 10.00am Holy Communion CW2

4.00pm Evensong BCP

Wednesday 24th December

Christmas Eve
Lyminge 3.00pm

11.00pm
Crib Service
Midnight Communion

Paddlesworth 11.30pm Carols in the pub followed by walk to 
Church for carols mince pies and mulled 
wine

Sunday 28th December Lyminge 10.00am Family Praise Christingle

Advent Course – Tuesdays from 2-3pm in Lyminge Methodist Church.  
1st, 9th and 16th December. All are welcome!

RHODES MINNIS
Date Time Event

7th December 9.30am A local arrangement

14th December 10.15am Valley Service at Elham Rev Gill Songer inc Holy Communion

18th December 7pm Evening Carols with Rev Gill Songer

21st December  9.30am Rev Malcolm Peach

25th December 9.30am A joint service at Elham - a local arrangement

28th December No Service

4th January 10.30am Circuit Covenant Service at St Andrew’s Church, Cheriton

Date Time Event

Sunday 7th December 8.30am Breakfast Service

Sunday 14th December 8.30am Morning Service

Sunday 21st December 8.30am Holy Communion

Monday 22nd December  7.30pm Carol Service with the Shepway Singers

Wednesday 24th December 11.30am Crib Service in the Church

Thursday 25th December 9.30am Christmas Morning Service

Sunday 28th December 5.30pm Quiet Service of Evening Prayer

Rector’s 
Wonderings.. 

We come to the darkest time of the 
year, a month with the shortest day, and 
then mornings get still darker.  Short 
days, cold nights, little light can all lead 
us to feeling we have nothing to look 
forward to.  
Christmas speaks to us of hope - the 
light that shines in the darkness - the 
baby in the manger showing us that 
God loves us and is with us even in the 
darkest of times.
However, you may find yourself this 
Christmas, know that you are loved 
and share that love with everyone you 
meet – and laugh as much as you can. 
Laughter, as the saying goes, is the best 
medicine!
May God who has called us out of 
darkness into his marvellous light, bless 
us and fill us with peace.  Amen
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SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER 
10AM TO 2PM 

LYMINGE BOWLS CLUB
WOODLAND ROAD 
ENTRANCE NEXT TO THE TENNIS COURT

Cake & 
Coffee

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS, 
PRESENTS  AND CARDS 
FOR SALE

MERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMAS

OpenOpen  Christmas DayChristmas Day
(Takeaway as well)

12 noon to 7pm12 noon to 7pm
Eat as much as you like and select from over 200 dishes

£40 per person and £22 per child (under 1.4m)
To book your table please call in or phone 01303 863 288 or 07539 200 804

We are closed from 26th to 29th December and re-open on 30th December

CHINACHINA
CHINACHINA
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1 In term time only   	 2 Except Jan and Feb    
3 Except Jan, Feb, and trip in Aug  	 4 Except Aug and Dec  
5 Not held in August  	 ** Every three months

This page is printed to give readers and organisers the opportunity of planning events without clashing with 
existing ones, which are already in the ‘diary’. It is not intended as a means of advertising and we take no 
responsibility for errors or omissions. Acceptance is at the discretion of the editor. Please send your updates by 
email to pbarnes20@icloud.com or via methods outlined on Page 6.

Diary  of  Forthcoming  Events

C&H: Coach & Horses; CC: Coffee Cabin EGC: Etchinghill Golf Club; ERA: Etchinghill Residents’ Association; 
ES: Elham  Square, EVH: Etchinghill Village Hall; ELVH: Elham Village Hall; EVLT: Elham Valley Line Trust, JF: Jubilee Field; 

LB: Laing Bennett; LBC: Bowls Club; LL: Library; LMC: Lyminge Methodist Church;  LPC: Lyminge Parish Church; 
LPS: Lyminge Primary School; LVH: Lyminge Village Hall; LW: Lord Whisky; MP: Meriden Park NP: Nailbourne Court; PC: Postling Church; 

PH: Lord Whisky, Park House; PVH: Postling Village Hall; RVH: Rhodes Minnis Village Hall; RMC: Rhodes Minnis Church;  
RMCS: Rhodes Minnis Cat Sanctuary; RR: Rigden Room; SMCH: St Mary’s Church Hall, Elham; 

SMVH: Stelling Minnis Village Hall; SNL: See Newsletter for info;  SP: Sibton Park; SPCC: Sibton Park Cricket Club; TC: Tayne Centre; 
TF: Tayne Field; WF: Well Field

Day Time Event Where Tel. No.

01 Dec -      
5 Jan

Mount Pleasant Close 
Christmas Lights

5th Dec 7pm Christmas Concert LPC

6th Dec 10am Cake and Coffee LBC

6th Dec 9am Children’s Toys & Clothes Boot 
Fair

EVH

6th Dec 7pm The BIG FAT CHRISTMAS 
Quiz

EVH 07514758936

07 Dec 7pm ERA AGM EVH 07544 670363

13 Dec 10am Lyminge Winter Arts &  
Crafts Fair

LVH

13th Dec 6pm Cantores Christmas Concert LPC

17th Dec 11.30am Carols - Singing For All LMC

20th Dec 3pm Haywardians Christmas Concert LMC

22th Dec 4pm start Christmas Present Delivery

24th Dec 3pm Nativity and Blessing of 
The Crib

LPC

24th Dec 6pm Christmas Carols LMC

Date Time Event Where Tel. No.

1st Mon 10am Stroke Support Group C&H 07903 
150099

2nd Mon 7pm Parish Council Meeting LVH 07999 403948

3rd Mon 10am Stroke Support Group C&H 07715 221705

3rd Mon 7pm Etchinghill Cinema Club EVH 07544 670363

1st Tues 2pm RBL, Elham Valley Branch SMCHE 07734 383691

1st Tues 2pm Railway Readers 1 LL 0300 0413 
131

1st Tues3 7.30pm LHS Talk/Event TC 863879

2nd Tues 2.30pm Library Reading Group LL 0300 0413 
131

3rd Tues2 7.30pm Gardeners’ Society TC 07703 
149008

Last Tues 10.30pm Lyminge Poetry Group LL 0300 0413 
131

1st Wed 10.30am Lyminge Friends TC 07904157897

4th Wed 2.30pm RM Circle RVH 864256

Last Wed 7.30pm Quiz Night C&H 01303 
3901011

2nd Sat 10am Postling Church,  
Coffee Morning

PC 863536

2nd Sat 10am Ethelburga Quilters EVH

4th Sun 9.30am Farmers’ Market LVH

Day Time Event Where Tel. No.

Mon 10am Bridge Club LBC 863177

Mon 10.30am Lyminge Larks (Singing) LMC 07951 572920

Mon 10.30am Chromatic Greys Art Class EVH 07783 
575802

Mon 5.15pm Pilates EVH 07951 698008

Mon 6.30pm Ballroom/Latin/Salsa 
Dancing

TC 07966 751991

Mon 6.30pm Judo Club LVH 07369 225021

Mon 7pm Pilates EVH 07951 698008

Mon 7pm Yoga RMV 07977 
503897

Tues 9.30am Tai Chi Qigong EVH 07402 
203239

Tues 10am Lyminge Baby & Toddler 
Group

TC 07870 405567

Tues 11.45am Pilates EVH 07834 839801

Tues 1pm Seated Yoga TC

Tues 1.45pm Pickleball EVH 862696

Tues 6pm Board Games Night CC

Tues 6.45pm Short Mat Bowls LVH 863842

Tues 7pm Bridge Club EVH 07790 160476

Wed 10am Pilates TC 07825 109670

Wed 10am Baby/Toddler Group EVH 07817 777975

Wed 11.30am Singing for all (term time 
only)

TC/LMC 269602

Wed 7.15pm Cantores Dominicae Choir LVH 07778 333339

Thurs 10am Lyminge Morning Art Group EVH 01303 211364

Thurs 10.15am Baby Rhyme Time LL 0300 0413 131

Thurs 2pm Lyminge Afternoon Art Group TC 07870 494644

Thurs 5pm Pilates TC 07951 
698008

Thurs 6.15pm Pilates TC 07951 
698008

Thurs 7pm Short Mat Bowls LVH 863842

Thurs 7.30pm Ballroom and Latin Dancing EVH 07967 979610

Fri 9.15am Nikki Barratt Art Group EVH 07871 494644

Fri 10.15am Talk Time LL 0300 0413 131

Fri 6pm Junior Cricket Training 
Sessions

SPCC 07869 283195

Fri 7pm Table Tennis EVH

ONE-OFF EVENTS

MONTHLY EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS
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LYMINGE COMMUNITY HUB

Old Newspapers 
We’d love to hear from 
anyone in the village who 
has old newspapers to 
recycle. Our three guinea 
pigs would be very grateful. 
I’m willing to collect. 
Jenny - 07564130569

Lyminge Newsletter
TERMS & CONDITIONS:  Copy deadline for next edition - 18 December 2026
Please email your copy to the editor at pbarnes20@icloud.com 
Your payment must be received before your article or advert can appear in the Newsletter. 
Invoices will be issued and should be paid ASAP either by BACs, cheque, credit card or cash (details on invoice). 
Business adverts cost from £10 per month or £100 per year. 
Personal and charity adverts and articles from £5 per month, or £50.00 per year. 
The annual rate offers 12 entries for the price of 10. 
Please make cheques payable to ‘The Lyminge Association’. If you do not have email, a typed paper-copy 
may be left with the payment at the Library. The Newsletter is printed by Canterbury Print & Mail.
The Lyminge Association accepts no liability for the accuracy of the advertisements or subsequent actions 
arising in conjunction with advertisers in the newsletter.
For further details call Peter Barnes (editor) on 07808 775302 or email pbarnes20@icloud.com

Further to our update in the 
November issue of The Lyminge 
Newsletter,  we agreed the date 
of Tuesday, 11th November for our 
meeting with Councillor Jim Martin, 
Leader of Folkestone & Hythe 
District Council and his officers.  
Five members of the Lyminge 
Community Hub committee 
attended the meeting and we 
were pleased that Councillor Tania 
Gauder, Senior Caseworker for Sojan 
Joseph MP, Christopher Hespe, 
Kent County Councillor for the 
Elham Valley and Shaun Pottage, 
Chair of Lyminge Parish Council, 
were all in attendance.

Gillian Heywood, Chair of 
Lyminge Community Hub, gave 
a PowerPoint presentation 
outlining our proposals for creating 
a village hub using the ground 
floor of the Jubilee Building at 
Everist Court.  As detailed in our 
November update, this would 
provide us with sufficient space 
to have a  commercial kitchen in 
which we could prepare breakfasts, 
light lunches and refreshments 
throughout the day from Monday 
to Friday, create a thrift shop and 
still have a good sized meeting 
room for local clubs and other 
groups to meet in and, hopefully, a 
monthly repair café.

During the discussions which 
followed, Councillor Martin 
emphasised again the need for 
social housing in the form of 
one-bedroom flats so that he 
can release some larger houses 
for families.  We pointed out that 
whilst we fully appreciate the need 
for more social housing, Lyminge 
already has a good level of social 
housing provision for single people 
and that not everyone wants to 

move to a rural location, where 
social isolation is much more 
prevalent than in urban areas. 

The Jubilee Building (also referred 
to as Jubilee House) is located 
at Everist Court in Lyminge.  The 
building was formerly used as 
a community day centre by 
Age UK, but it has been listed 
as an asset of community value 
since 17 June 2025 following a 
successful nomination by the 
Lyminge Community Hub, 
Community Interest Company 
(C.I.C.).   If a planning application 
is put forward by the Council to 
change the whole building into 
flats, there would need to be a 
change of use from Community 
to Housing and this is something 
we will need to oppose if we are to 
secure use of the ground floor for 
our Community Hub.  If deemed 
necessary, we would organise 
a further public meeting and 
would be looking to the residents 
of Lyminge for your support in 
objecting to this change of use. 

Proposals for the possible 
installation of a Mansard roof 
on the Jubilee building were 
also discussed, as this would 
create provision for a third floor 
to the building and space for 
two additional apartments thus 
providing a total of five, which 
Councillor Martin is hoping to 
achieve.  If this option works, it 
would mean that the Council 
would secure additional single-
person accommodation and the 
residents of Lyminge and the 
surrounding villages would have a 
much-needed social space for all 
ages once again using the ground 
floor of the building.

CarolsCarols
Mince Pies and Mince Pies and 

Mulled WineMulled Wine
Wednesday17th December

11.30am - 12.30pm
Lyminge Methodist Church

Church Road, CT18 8JA

Come and join us
Singing For All
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Etchinghill update 
– December 2025

ETCHINGHILL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (ERA)
Chairman: David McCombe - 07939 076617        

Email: dmccombe1@gmail.com 
Website: www.etchinghill.info        FACEBOOK-F Etchinghill Residents

FILM NIGHT - ETCHINGHILL 
VILLAGE HALL – THERE IS NO 
FILM IN DECEMBER.
Our next screening is on Monday 
19th January – ‘The Salt Path’ 
2024 (12a)

ERA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
– SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER – 
ETCHINGHILL VILLAGE HALL 
7PM – DOORS OPEN 6.45 PM. 
After the brief formalities, where 
you can vote for the committee 
members of your choice going 
into 2026, you will have the 
opportunity to air your views, help 
make a difference and shape the 
future of our community during 
the Open Forum. This year, for 
personal reasons, the current 
chair, David McCombe and our 
treasurer, Geraldine McCombe, 
will not be standing for re-election. 
Please ensure you support the 
AGM to enable our long-standing 
and successful organisation (est 
1982), which does such good work 
around the hamlet, to continue 
operating.

REMEMBRANCE WEEK 2025 – 
Thank you to all of our volunteers 
and our band of knitters and 
crocheters for the beautiful display 
at the junction of Teddars Leas 
and Canterbury Road and for the 
one in the memorial garden at the 
Village Hall. 

Finally, best wishes for a very 
Merry Christmas & a Happy 
New Year to all our lovely 
residents!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
CHILDREN’S & BABY BOOT 
FAIR: Saturday 6th December.  
Doors open to the public at 9am. 
Contact the Village Hall to book 
your table.

THE BIG FAT CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
will be held at Etchinghill Village 
Hall on Saturday 6th December 
7pm. Decorated hall, crackers 
and mince pies included. If you 
enjoy Christmas, you will enjoy 
this event. Teams of up to 6, £5pp 
with prizes for the winning team. 
Bring your favourite nibbles and 
drinks. If you’re lucky there might 
be a few tables left so ring and 
find out!

The hall is CLOSED 
Christmas Day, Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day.                                                       
“We would like to thank all of 
those that use our Hall and wish 
them a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year”

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLS – 
WEDNESDAY 24TH – 4PM AT 
THE GATEKEEPER Come and join 
us at The Gatekeeper, with kind 
permission of the proprietors 
Helen and Eric, to sing some of 
your favourite carols from 4pm 
to 4.45pm. This will take place in 
the garden unless the weather 
is very inclement (in which case 
we will move indoors). Please 
contact The Gatekeeper directly 
on 01303 864345 if you wish to 
book a table. See you there!

Roger Joyce has been co-opted to 
the Parish Council representing 
Etchinghill.

Road News: The eagle eyed 
amongst you may have spotted 
the new KCC salt bin at the 
top of Westfield Lane and the 
white markings in the roads 
that give hope for some much 
needed repairs. The call for traffic 
calming measures to slow traffic 
passing through the hamlet 
is still ongoing as we are still 
experiencing a lot of speeding.

ETCHINGHILL VILLAGE HALL  
(Charity 302736)

Chairman: John White  
FACEBOOK-F Etchinghill Village Hall Kent 

Bookings: Anna Allan 07514 758936  
Email:  d.allan142@btinternet.com

News contact: Karen Hickman – 07521 372477, email: kdhickman@me.com

Etchinghill update 
– December 2025
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District Councillors’ update  
– December 2025

Otterpool Park – The District Council has, subject to no 
‘call in’, agreed further collaboration with Homes England.  
From the outputs of the work to date a critical next step 
is to secure full planning approval for Otterpool Park. It is 
proposed that the Council and Homes England enter into 
a further period of formal joint working to December 2026 
through a Planning Agreement which will be focused 
on securing the outline consent and enabling the early 
delivery of new homes. The Heads of Terms (HoT) which 
will form the basis for the detailed drafting / negotiation 
of the Planning Agreement can be found here https://
folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.
aspx?Id=3408. The agreement will cover the period up to 
the grant of outline planning approval and completion of 
related work. 

Folca (previously Debenhams) The freehold of the 
c.26,963 square foot space, known as Folca 1, is for sale 
with marketing agents Avison Young. Sited in a prime 
town centre location, the building could be suitable 
for a variety of uses – subject to planning permission.  
Folca 1 is currently detached from Folca 2 (the Art Deco 
section of the building) on the first and second floors. 
The connection between the two on the ground and 
basement levels will be separated by the Council early 
next year prior to sale.

Folkestone Library – Creative Folkestone has recently 
announced a plan to work in Partnership with KCC and 
the Community.  It is well known that the Central Library 
building is in need of extensive maintenance and repairs. 
Creative Folkestone said “a Significant capital investment 
will be required to realise the vision we have set out. The 
proposal to Kent County Council is to work together and 
apply for central government funding that will enable this 
important community asset to be brought back to life.”

Bus shelters along Middelburg Square - the new 
Folkestone Bus Station, has recently been installed.  
The temporary shelters have been sourced to protect 
passengers from the elements over the coming months. 
A delay in the supply chain has meant contractor Bauer 
Media Outdoor (BMO) is unable to install the permanent 
shelters until early 2026.

Remembrance Day – it was good to see so many services 
being held across our Ward for Remembrance Sunday.  
I attended All Saints Stanford with the service starting 
outside by the Memorial in quite warm and dry weather.  
It is good to be reminded of those who lost their lives in 
our Villages and eighty years after the end of the Second 
World War – ‘We will remember them’.

Local Government Reorganisation – At an Extraordinary 
full Council on 19 November the decision was to 
recommend to Cabinet that Model 3a was the preferred 
model for FHDC.  This was ratified by Cabinet District and 
will now be put forward by the Leader to Government on 
28 November 2025.  Model 3a keeps East Kent together ie 
Folkestone & Hythe, Dover, Canterbury, Ashford and Thanet.

Thanks – it is the time of the year when I would like to say 
‘thank you’ to – Peter Barnes, who diligently every month 
puts this magazine together, to the Parish Councillors, 
the Village Hall Committee, the Tayne Centre, Lyminge 
Association, Lyminge Church and all the volunteers and 
leaders of various other groups in the Village who give so 
much time to the Village and its community.  May I wish 
you all and all local residents a very Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year.

Contact: jennyhollingsbee@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

At the Extraordinary Full Council meeting last week 
it was agreed that F&HDC will put forward option 3a 
to the Government for LGR. This will divide Kent into 
three Unitary Authorities and combine F&HDC with 
Ashford, Dover, Canterbury, and Thanet. It will be the 
Government who make the final decision as to how 
Kent will be split. It is expected there will be public 
consultation on the recommended option(s) for Kent in 
spring 2026. 

A £5m investment has been agreed for F&HDC to 
purchase 20 more properties to be used for homeless 
households in the district. Using council-owned 
properties as temporary accommodation reduces the 
reliance on private, nightly-let temporary accommodation 
and is more cost-effective in the long term. 

Temporary bus shelters have been installed in 
Middelburg Square, Folkestone. Due to supply chain 
delays, the contractors are unable to install the 
permanent shelters until next year. Work creating the 
rain gardens element of the project is underway. The 
gardens will collect run-off water and filter pollutants 
to water vegetation and provide a natural habitat 
for wildlife as well as reusing rainwater to water 
surrounding plants.

A joint approach to bringing the library in Grace Hill, 
Folkestone, back into use as a multi-use centre is being 
made by Creative Folkestone and Sunflower House. They 
have announced that they propose working together 
to secure central government funding. The vision is to 
create a multi-use space as a library alongside new areas 
for education, creative industries and community events 
in a repaired and restored building that Kent County 
Council put up for sale in the summer.

Finally, if you have not already done so, please can I 
encourage you to sign up for My Community Voice. It is 
an email service run by Kent Police and regularly sends 
out updates such as current fraud alerts.

Contact: Elaine.Martin@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

See P14 for County Councillor’s Summary Report
from Chris Hesp
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Autumn Meditation Course
BOOKING NOW

Contact Ellen for more information or to book
Call: 07740 857109

Email: ejgarrard2712@gmail.com
Visit: www.ellengarrard.co.uk

8 sessions from Saturday 4 October 2025

(1 per week)
1.30pm - 4pm

Location: Harry Margary Hall
Lympne Village

CT21 4LE

Learn some new skills to support your  
health and wellbeing

St. Mary & St. Ethelburga
Lyminge

Nativity & Blessing of the Crib

Come and be part of 
the Christmas Story,

with dressing up clothes provided.
Meet the shepherds and their animals

3pm Christmas Eve
A fun family service for all.

This Newsletter can be viewed online and in colour at www.lyminge.org.uk/newsletter

The BIG FAT
CHRISTMAS QUIZ

Saturday 6th December 7pm
ETCHINGHILL VILLAGE HALL

Max 6 per table, £5 per person
Price includes cake, crackers and a quiz.
Prizes for the winning team. Plus raffle. 

Bring your own refreshments. 
Phone 07514 758936 to book a table

THE FUN WAY TO GET YOUR 
CHRISTMAS STARTED. 

Any profits will go to the Etchinghill Village Hall.  Charity no 302732

Fifth Trust 
update  

www.fifthtrust.co.uk 
Don’t miss the Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 
6th December from 10am to 3pm at Elham 
Valley Vineyard. There will be a superb selection 
of gifts including Christmas cards, wrapping 
paper and gift tags, to homemade jams, 
chutneys, ceramics, and woodwork, lovingly 
crafted by our talented students with learning 
disabilities. Don’t miss delicious hot food served 
from our barbecue, scrumptious mince pies, 
and warming mulled wine. You can also sample 
a range of elegant Elham Valley Vineyard wines 
and purchase Christmas trees and wreaths 
at the Vineyard Garden Centre.  We’ll also be 
running our Big Give campaign during the fair. 
All donations made to us will be DOUBLED, so 
it’s a great time to make a huge impact.  
If you miss the fair, the Gift Shack in the garden 
centre will be open in December.  Happy Christmas!
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Postling 
Glassblowing

A Unique,  
Glassblowing  
Experience

Come and enjoy  
blowing some glass to 

create your very own piece

Please contact us for  
further information

Martine:  07722 589910
Paul:  07951 628173

postlingglassblowing@gmail.com

� @postlingglassblowing 
� Postling Glassblowing

Your 
Local 
Pharmacy

•  NHS & Private Prescriptions

•  Travel and Speciality 
Vaccination Clinic

• Weight Loss Clinic

•  FREE Delivery Available

•  Private Prescriber Available

•  Emergency Medication Supply

•  NHS Flu & Covid Vaccinations

• Free Blood Pressure Checks

• Pharmacy First Service

• ONE YOU Stop Smoking 
Provider

Delivering prescriptions 
to the local community of 

Lyminge, Elham, Etchinghill, 
Postling, Hythe, Rhodes 

Minnis, Stelling Minnis and 
the surrounding areas.

Ask a member of staff  
to learn more

Contact us at 
TEL:  

01303 862425

EMAIL:  
lymingeinformed@gmail.com

Or come in to the store: 
21 Station Road, Lyminge 

Folkestone CT18 8HQ

SP E CIALISTS IN P E R IOD 
P ROP E RTY BU ILD ING &  

MAINTE NANCE

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE ACROSS  

ALL ASPECTS OF MAINTENANCE TO PERIOD  

PROPERTIES USING TRADITIONAL  

METHODS AND MATERIALS

CONTACT US TO DISCUSS YOUR PROJECT

EMAIL: INFO@FABRICCONSTRUCTIONGROUP.CO.UK

CALL: 07912 757311

WWW.FABRICCONSTRUCTIONGROUP.CO.UK

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR ADVERTISERS
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Church People
On Christmas Day with breakfast done
Marie puts her church clothes on. 

But Fred is having one of those days
‘I won’t be going with you.’ he says 

‘But we’ve been going to church since 84!
	My friends will think it’s strange, I’m sure.’
			     
‘Look, your friends have never liked me;
And quite frankly the feeling’s mutual, Marie.

No! I’m not going and that’s final, my dear,
You go if you must; I’m staying here.’

 ‘Don’t be daft, you must go!!’ she said. 
 ‘After all, you are the Vicar, Fred.’

Carols with Mince Pies 
and Mulled Wine

Carols with Mince Pies 
and Mulled Wine

 Registered charity number 1125274. 
Company number 6589817. 

 ® Age UK Hythe, Lyminge and Ashford 2025.

For All

Funded by the National Lottery, everyone is
welcome - no matter your experience!

FREE and booking is not required. 
For further information call us on 01303 269602

Singing

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
First Wednesday of the month, 3rd December: 

11:15AM - 12:15PM 
 at The Tayne Centre.

The Tayne Centre,
Church Road, Lyminge, CT18 8JN

 Then every Wednesday of the month
10  and 17  December: th th

11:15AM - 12:15PM 
at the Methodist Church.

The Methodist Church, Church Rd, 
Lyminge, CT18 8JA

See you back on the 14  January 2026th

Written by: JT Sandgate 
Creative Circle 
Tel - 07435 580028
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Lyminge
Winter Arts &

Crafts Fair

M A R T I N I  B E A R S  P R E S E N T S

A curated show and bazaar for handmade products

SATURDAY DECEMBER 13TH 2025
10  AM TO 3  PM

LYMINGE VILLAGE HALL

Free Parking
Free Entry

Refreshments available
WOODLAND ROAD LYMINGE CT18 8EW

This Newsletter can be viewed in colour  
at www.lyminge.org.uk/newsletter

 

 
 
 

Have you or 
someone 
you know 

been 
affected by 

a stroke?   
 

Come and join our informal support 
group (no membership fees to pay).   

We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays of the month between  

10am and 12noon 
at The Coach & Horses, Lyminge 

 
New faces very welcome  

 
October 

Dates  
6th October 

 
20th October 

 
 

 

For more information, to check the dates of meetings/events, or if 
you would like support but are unable to attend the meetings 

Email:  Lymingestrokesocial@gmail.com 
 or Telephone Fran on 07846 177 409 or Heather on 07427 664 084 

 
 

For more information, to check the dates of meetings/
events, or if you would like support but are unable to attend 

the meetings email lymingestrokesocial@gmail.com or 
telephone Fran 07846 177409 or Heather 07427 664084

Have you or 
someone you 

know been 
affected by a 

stroke?

Come and join our informal support group  
(no membership fees to pay). We usually meet on 

the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month between 
10am and 12 noon at The Coach & Horses, Lyminge

New faces very welcome
DECEMBER DATESDECEMBER DATES

1st December1st December
Christmas Lunch at The Vineyard Christmas Lunch at The Vineyard 

(pre-bookings only)(pre-bookings only)  
15th December15th December
Social Group at Social Group at 

The Coach & HorsesThe Coach & Horses

 
 

 

  

 

  
  
  

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  oouurr  nneexxtt  pprreesseennttaattiioonn::  
  

““HHeerrbbss  ––  ccuulliinnaarryy,,  
ccuullttiivvaattiioonn  &&  ffoollkklloorree””  bbyy  

JJaaccqquueelliinnee  AAvviioolleett  
 

Tuesday 21st October 
at 

The Tayne Centre, Lyminge 
Refreshments from 7:15pm /  
Presentation starts 7:30pm  

 

Non-Members very welcome 
 
 

 

For more information about the Gardeners' Society please email: 
lymingegardeners@gmail.com 

or call Anne on 07703 14900 
 

 

For more information about the Gardeners’ Society  
please email lymingegardeners@gmail.com 

or call Anne on 07703 14900

Tuesday 16th December
(Members Only)

CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH

AGM – 20th January at
The Tayne Centre

(more details next month)

MUSIC ON 
A FRIDAY 

...are holding a

Christmas Concert 

5th December at 7pm
at LYMINGE PARISH CHURCH

 Mince Pies And Mulled Wine 
Donations To Charity

Local Village Taxi 
For all your travel arrangements 

Contact Richard 
07970 12 12 12

TAXI
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Stafford Perkins
C H A R T E R E D  S U R V E Y O R S

We are Ashford based Chartered Surveyors
With over 30 years’ experience and in-depth  

knowledge of the local commercial property market.
Redundant Agricultural Buildings always sought.

www.staffordperkins.co.uk

01233 613900
Your Local Commercial Property Experts

richard@staffordperkins.co.uk

Hythe Aqua Swimming Club has vacancies for potential  
competitive swimmers Level 7 and above. 

Join a Club with a nationally accredited swim programme.
Lessons/Coaching sessions are held on  

Tuesday & Thursday evenings at Hythe Pool.
We also welcome adult length swimmers to our Adult training  

on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9.00pm
To book your place

Email hytheaqua@btinternet.com or check out our website
www.hytheaqua.org.uk or Facebook

Once again we will Once again we will 
be dressing our be dressing our 
houses to raise houses to raise 

money for charity. money for charity. 
The Christmas The Christmas 

lights will be on lights will be on 
from 1st Decemberfrom 1st December

MOUNT PLEASANT CLOSE MOUNT PLEASANT CLOSE 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTSCHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The charities  
we are supporting  

this year are: 

The British Heart Foundation, 
MS Society, Cancer Research UK, 

Prostate Cancer,  
Pilgrims Hospice Ashford and  

Maya Nash in Hythe.

Last year we raised over  
£4,000 and we hope  
to repeat that again  

this year.

None of this would None of this would 
be possible without be possible without 
the generosity and the generosity and 
continued support  continued support  

of the village. of the village. 

So, thank you very So, thank you very 
much in much in advance.advance.

Counselling, Supervision  
and Mindfulness

Contact Ellen for more information or to book
Call: 07740 857109

Email: ejgarrard2712@gmail.com
Visit: www.ellengarrard.co.uk

Supporting you with  
anxiety, depression,  

stress bereavement and loss, 
relationships, trauma...

In person or online
Hythe area

Neighbourhood Plan
The Lyminge Parish Council is putting together 
a Neighbourhood Plan to present to Folkestone 
and Hythe District Council (FHDC) early in 2026. 
Among a myriad of other things to be documented 
e.g. local green spaces (see P20), properties (e.g. 
parish church, library, coach house, Lollipop House, 
etc.), objects of historical interest (Coffee Cabin, 
demarcation stones, letter boxes, etc.) are being 
listed as being of heritage or non-heritage interest. 
This documentation involves photographing the 
properties concerned. The Council would be 
grateful if there was no objection to this taking 
place. However, should you have any concerns, 
please write to the clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.
gov.uk outlining your concerns.
The community as a whole will have the 
opportunity to review the full document before 
being submitted to FHDC.
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM THE LYMINGE ASSOCIATION

 Answers to Quiz on Back Page

1.	Eight maids a-milking
2.	The Christmas cracker
3.	Bing Crosby’s White Christmas
4.	St Stephen’s.  The first Christian martyr
5.	That of his former partner, Jacob Marley
6.	Silent Night.  In 1818 at Oberndorf in 

Austria
7.	It’s A Wonderful Life
8.	Figgy pudding
9.	Dirty Den Watts gave divorce papers to 

his wife Angie.  Played by Leslie
	Grantham and Anita Dobson
10.	Eartha Kitt
11.	Bob Cratchit
12.	Mexico
13.	Mulled wine
14.	Spider
15.	Four calling birds
16.	Christmas Eve (the fire should be kept 

burning until 12th night)
17.	Italy
18.	The Holly and the Ivy
19.	North America
20.	Ebenezer

Monthly Summary 
from Chris Hespe, 

Kent County Councillor 
for Elham Valley

Kent County Council (KCC) is proposing a single 
Unitary Council with three Area Assemblies 
to streamline local government, aiming for 
significant cost savings and minimal disruption to 
essential services. The proposal balances strategic 
oversight with local involvement and will be 
submitted to central government by 28 November 
2025, with final decisions expected by early 
summer 2026 and implementation in early 2028. 

Alongside this, KCC has outlined its three-year 
strategic objectives in the ‘Reforming Kent’ https://
letstalk.kent.gov.uk/kent-strategic-statement 
statement focusing on residents’ well-being, 
environmental protection, and business support. 

Additional priorities include developing an Energy 
Strategy sensitive to the environment amid 
growing solar farm proposals, and advocating for 
the return of international rail services to Kent.

Season’s Greetings from Lord Whisky Animal Sanctuary and Vet Clinic.
As we approach the festive season, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all of our friends and supporters. Your kindness and generosity help us 
care for a wide range of animals, and without your support, our work would 
not be possible.
This Christmas, we kindly ask for your continued support. Please consider 
making a donation to our appeal, which will benefit both the Sanctuary and 
our low-income vet clinic. Our clinic cares for an average of 34 animals each 
day, providing essential medical treatment to those in need.
Every donation, no matter the size, makes a meaningful difference. Your 
generosity ensures that we can continue our vital work throughout the year.

For more information or to donate please email us: 
lord.whisky@btinternet.com or call us on 01303 862622

Wishing you all a joyful holiday season and a Happy New Year!

In Aid Of
Lord Whisky Animal Sanctuary

Registered Charity Number: 283483
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Our Home Meal Delivery Service brings you a freshly 
cooked hot meal and dessert, delivered straight to 
your door — hot, tasty, and ready to eat.
We’re here for you 365 days a year, making sure 
you never have to worry about missing a meal. In 
addition to your main meal, a Tea-Time Bag is also 
available, providing a light and convenient option 
for later in the day.

Community Meals

For more details please contact:
Age UK Hythe, Lyminge & Ashford

01303 269602
www.ageuk.org.uk/hythelymingeashford/

At Age UK Hythe, our Day Services are all about 
bringing people together to enjoy stimulating, 
engaging and enjoyable activities in a welcoming 
and supportive environment. We offer a wide range 
of activities to suit every interest, from singing, art 
and painting, to cooking sessions and craft projects. 
For those who enjoy being active, we also provide 
opportunities for gentle physical activities such as 
New Age Curling and chair-based exercises.

Fun, friendship, and activities for everyone

Our Dementia Day Care service provides a warm, 
supportive environment where people living 
with dementia can enjoy stimulating activities, 
companionship, and care tailored to their needs.
From music, art, and gentle physical activities to 
reminiscence sessions and sensory experiences, 
our programmes are designed to help maintain 
skills, build confidence, and create moments of joy. 
Families can feel reassured knowing their loved one 
is supported by our experienced team.

Dementia Day Care Services

Age UK Hythe: The Community Support Hub, Sanford House, Stade Street, Hythe, CT21 6BD.
Registered charity number 1125274. Company number 6589817. ® Age UK Hythe, Lyminge and Ashford 2025.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY *Young at 
Heart 

The Pheasant, Trinity Road, 
 Ashford, TN25 4BY    

Monday 1st December, 
12:30pm - 2:30pm 

Memory Café  Brickfields, Cherry Garden Lane, 
Folkestone, CT19 4AP 

Monday 22nd December, 
10:00am - 12:00pm 

TUESDAY *Social 
Evening 

The Royal Norfolk Hotel, 7 Sandgate High 
Street, Sandgate, CT20 3BD 

Tuesday 9th December, 
5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Memory Café  Stade Court Hotel, Stade Street,  
West Parade, Hythe, CT21 6DT 

Tuesday 16th December, 
1:30pm - 3:30pm 

*Social 
Evening 

The New Chimneys, Loudon Way, Ashford, 
TN23 3JJ  

Tuesday 16th December, 
5:30pm - 7:30pm 

WEDNESDAY *Wonkies 
 

Skuba Bar Old Bistro, 2 Langhorne 
Gardens, Folkestone, CT20 2EA 

Wednesday 3rd December, 
10:30am - 12:00pm 

Dementia 
Chorus 

Hythe Cricket and Squash Club, Ladies 
Walk, Hythe, CT21 6AX 

Weekly, 2:00pm - 3:30pm 
*not on 31st December* 

THURSDAY 
 

Carer’s 
Support Circle 

Age UK Ashford, Farrow Court,  
Stanhope Road, Ashford, TN23 5RF 

Thursday 4th December, 
10:30am - 12:00pm 

Memory Café  Etchinghill Golf Club, Canterbury Road, 
Etchinghill, Folkestone, CT18 8FA 

Thursday 11th December, 
1:30pm - 3:30pm 

Hythe Walking 
Group 

Age UK Hythe, Sanford House, Stade 
Street, Hythe, CT21 6BD 

Thursday 18th December, 
10:00am - 11:00am 

FRIDAY 
 

Drop-In Clinic Ivy Court Surgery, Recreation Ground 
Road, Tenterden, TN30 6RB 

Friday 5th December,  
12:00pm - 2:00pm 

Ashford 
Walking Group 

Harper’s Café, Victoria Park, Jemmett 
Road, Ashford, TN23 4AD 

Friday 12th December,  
10:00am - 11:00am 

Memory Café  Age UK Ashford, Farrow Court,  
Stanhope Road, Ashford, TN23 5RF 

No December Meeting 

Lunch Club Age UK Hythe, Sanford House, Stade 
Street, Hythe, CT21 6BD ^booking essential 

No December Meeting 

Dementia Services 

We run free social events to support people living with dementia, 
helping them stay confident and independent. Everyone is welcome 
to join us for a cuppa, a chat, and friendly company. We also provide 

free information and advice, as well as charged cognitive sessions 
and day care. To talk to us about dementia support, please contact 

our Dementia Services Team Leader on 01303 269602 or email 
dementialead@ageukhla.org.uk 

 

*For those diagnosed with Dementia at an early age 
 

To find out about any of the above activities or events please contact 
Lauren Povey on: 07379 646426, alternatively email: demo@ageukhla.org.uk 

 
Registered charity number 1125274. Company number 6589817. ® Age UK Hythe, Lyminge and Ashford 2025 

Be an active part of your community - join The Lyminge Association

Lyminge Friends
Lyminge Friends would like to thank everyone 
for their support this year, we have gone from 
strength to strength.  We wish you all a very 
happy festive season and we look forward to 
our 2026 programme.

There is no meeting in January so our next 
meeting is on Wednesday, 4th February which 
will be our AGM followed by the postponed talk 
on FRAUD AND SCAMS by KENT POLICE.

We are a friendly social group and welcome 
new members and visitors so just drop into a 
meeting, or if you’d like to talk to one of us first, 
please call 07904 157897.  All meetings are held 
in The Methodist Church, Church Road, Lyminge 
from 10.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. unless stated 
otherwise.

      
  
    
              

           For Sale 
 

Two Bedroom Shared Ownership House  
Available at St. Mary’s Close, Etchinghill 

70% share for £199,500  
Monthly Charge of £70.58 

  
 

   
 

 
 
  
  

 
 
 

 

This property comprises of kitchen, living room,  
two bedrooms and bathroom.  

It also benefits from a garden and parking.  
 

Local connection criteria applies.  
 

Please contact English Rural on 020 7820 7930 option 2 or 
email allocations@englishrural.org.uk to arrange a viewing 

and to apply. Alternatively, you can visit our website. 
www.englishrural.org.uk 

 

Application Deadline 15th December 2025  
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Lyminge Historical Society

Members Free. Visitors: £5 Payable on the door
New members and visitors are always welcome

2026 Annual Subscription of £12 may be paid at the meeting
All our publications, including our latest volume Lyminge a History Part 14,  

are on sale at our meetings. We accept payments by cash or card.

TUESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 7.30pm
At the Tayne Centre, Church Road, Lyminge CT18 8JA

We present John Buss 
‘Jane Austen in Kent’

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

Godmersham Park, home of Jane’s brother Edward

The talk will be preceded by the Annual General Meeting

The Society will take its normal winter break in January and February. 
Our monthly meetings will resume with:

3 March 2026: The defence of Kent since 1900 – Dr Andrew Richardson 
7 April 2026: An American Civil War veteran in Folkestone – Gina Costin

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS

THE KINGS ARMS
What's On!

Golden Years Menu (65+)

Our New Autumn Menu is Here!

Happy Hour

Live Music Saturdays

Christmas at The Kings

Mon-Fri   12-3pm
1 course £14 - 2 course £17 - 3 course £19

Seasonal Favourites with a twist

20% off drinks
Mon-Thurs 4-6pm

Every Saturday 4-6pm

01303 840242 info@thekingsarmselham.com

Quiz Night
Every 2  Monday of the monthnd

Next: 13  October - Halloween Specialth

Book now for Christmas Day -
SELLING FAST!

Festive Set Menu
2 courses £21.95 - 3 courses £25.95
Mon-Fri 12-3pm / Mon-Thurs 5-8:30pm
From 24  November to 19  Decemberth th

The Kings Arms, Elham,

 
CT4 6TJ
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Thoughtful Food...

Christmas without Plastic...
If your family still carry on the tradition of Christmas stockings, try filling 
them with sustainable gifts. Grandparents love things their grandchildren 
have made for them, a salt dough tree decoration, a drawing or painting. 
Gardeners love small gifts like dibbers, seed labels, a ball of twine. Seeds 
are very well received and also make great fillers for children’s stockings.
https://ecobravo.co.uk/products/reusable-produce-bags These would be 
the perfect gift to encourage less use of plastic for shopping and storage.
Everyone would like a little sweet something, dried fruit, 
nuts or seeds. For children, there are many companies 
providing inexpensive craft kits and eco-friendly products 
as an alternative to the collection of more bits of plastic.
https://thecuriouscaterpillar.co.uk/collections/
eco-stocking-fillers?srsltid=AfmBOopfRh-
XKfgJCtcfS0fLWyEi7hsaFNwCw_SphUp1Lql8FmtAIJ0R
Paper chains fit in nicely and the whole family can get involved with making.
No need for plastic. And don’t forget the tangerine!

Pruning Workshops
Phil Wilson our local apple expert is offering FREE pruning workshops in 
January. Phil worked at Brogdale in the 1990s, evaluating field trials. He is 
still associated with the National Fruit Collection, but his own apple tree 
collection right here in Lyminge has to be seen to be believed.

‘Introduction to Pruning’  Saturdays 10 and 17 January 09.00 to 12.00, 

FREE - the details for the free course
•	 The background to, demo pruning, and features of interest in the orchard.
•	 Questions answered. 
•	 Numbers limited to about six, first come first served. 
•	 Wear warm outdoor clothing. 
•	 At Ethelburga House, High Street, Lyminge (identified by Stone pine in 

front garden and box hedge on roadside boundary). CT18 8EN gets you to 
within about 10m. 

•	 Come up the drive to the right of the house and enter the gate to the rear.
•	 Contact Phil Wilson at philip@pwarb.com

...is a group of local volunteers looking at our food, and how this impacts climate change. 
Our aims are to support people to produce more of their own food, and to shop locally, 

sourcing seasonal produce. We also run a community allotment in Lyminge and welcome 
new members.

✉ thoughtfulfoodgroup@gmail.com FACEBOOK-SQUARE SQUARE-INSTAGRAM @thoughtfulfoodgroup

Next Thoughtful Food meeting, 7.30pm MONDAY 26th January, at The Coach & Horses.

OK, Let’s Talk Sprouts

This recipe gives a zesty twist to 
these earthy vegetables.

•	 1.2kg brussel sprouts trimmed 
and halved

•	 Fresh ginger grated to make 2 
tbsp ginger

•	 2 oranges, zested and juiced
•	 100g butter 
•	 2 tbsp  soy sauce

Step 1
Bring a large pan of water to a 
simmer and add a big pinch of 
salt. Add the sprouts and blanch 
for 3-4 minutes until they’re bright 
green and tender, but still have 
bite. Drain well. Mash the ginger, 
orange zest, and butter with plenty 
of seasoning. Tip into a frying pan 
and let it melt for a minute.
Step 2
Add the sprouts and toss to coat 
in the butter. Fry for 5-10 minutes 
until the edges are starting to turn 
golden brown. Add the orange 
juice and soy and simmer until the 
sauce coats the sprouts.

All at Thoughtful Food wish you all a Merry Christmas and our best wishes for the New Year.

Getting to Know Permaculture
The last in this series of looking at permaculture 
principles, we’re finishing with looking at the value 
of Edges.

Principle: Use edges and value the marginal This 
principle comes from ecology, and the recognition 
that the richest ecosystems are at the edge, where 
two habitats meet.  You can maximise this by 

designing to create longer edges between two 
areas.  This is also true away from the physical 
environment- the most productive discussions 
and ideas can come from that junction between 
different ways of thinking.

In Action A simple example might be designing a 
garden pond.  By creating wavy edges, there is more 
surface area at the edge of the water where it meets 
the land, creating more opportunities for wildlife.
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LYMINGE PARISH COUNCIL
For Lym nge, Etch ngh ll and Rhodes M nn s 

WHO IS 
SUE BALDWIN?

The following meetings all  
take place at: Lyminge Village Hall

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
2 December - 18.30
FINANCE AND ADMIN -
2 December  - 19.30
PLANNING AND LICENCING -
2 December - 20.15
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND 
EVENTS -
9 December  - 17.30
FULL COUNCIL -
16 December  - 19.00
Please note all Planning Meetings 
will now be held at Lyminge 
Village Hall. 
Any additional meetings will be 
on our noticeboards/website

WHOSE WHO
Chairman of Lyminge Parish
Council:
Shaun Pottage
Committee chairs:
NHP: Cllr Sue Baldwin
Planning and Licensing:
Cllr Emily Arnold
Community Engagement and
Events:
Cllr Sarah Fagg
Finance and Administration:
Cllr Sandra Harrison

Councillor contact details on  
our website.

www.lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk	 clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk

mobile: 07999 403948
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I have lived in Rhodes Minnis with my wife and family since 2013,
having moved to the area to take up a new job as a director at the
Port of Dover. My children attended local high schools in
Folkestone and Canterbury and are now both studying at
university.

I am a Chartered Accountant and have worked in industry leading
a variety of companies at Board level for almost 30 years. I am now
“semi retired” and so have the time to get more involved in
community activities.

I joined the Parish Council in April this year and was elected Chair
in May. Since then, I have met many new people in the community
with a common aim of maintaining and improving our villages and
environment. I hope we can continue this in the future and make a
real positive impact for the benefit of the Parish.

WHAT WE’VE BEEN BUSY WITH:
Tree stumps removed in Mount Pleasant
Latch on Church Gate Fixed 
Additional Leaf Sweep Mount Pleasant
Parish Council approved a new bench in Mount Pleasant

www.lymingeparishcouncil.gov.uk.    
debbie.capon@lymingeparishcouncil.gov.uk            mob: 07999 403948
Handyman: fred@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
neighbourhoodplan@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk 

LYMINGE PARISH COUNCIL
For Lyminge, Etchinghill and 
Rhodes  Minnis

Who is Shaun Pottage?

www.lymingeparishcouncil.gov.uk
mobile: 07999 403948      HANDYMAN: fred@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
neighbourhoodplan@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
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LYMINGE PARISH COUNCIL
For Lyminge, Etchinghill and Rhodes
Minnis

WE NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE!
As you know we are developing the Neighbourhood Plan and are at the evidence gathering
stage. We are considering Heritage in relation to buildings and other assets that are not
eligible to be listed but due to their local importance we would like to try to protect such:

Cultural landscapes: heritage assets associated with a significant period in an area’s
history;
Social history: assets associated with the social history of an area, including intangible
aspects of heritage such as traditions and practices, or literary associations;
Patterns of settlement: notable examples of planned or incidental planning including:
street plans; characteristic clusters of assets; interrelationship between buildings and
open spaces; major infrastructure;
Local Figures: assets associated with individuals of local importance.

There are at least 8 (Scheduled Ancient Monuments) at Tolsford, and in Lyminge Forest .
To get involved in the evidence gathering for the Neighbourhood Plan, we invite residents
to identify what you consider might be eligible, and in the first instance, take a photo, mark
the address and location and send it to:
clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
 Here are some useful links:
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/improve-your-neighbourhood/
Search the List - Find list4ed buildings, monuments, battlefields and more/Historic England
Local Heritage Listing: Identifying and Conserving Local Heritage/Historic England

A MESSAGE FROM SARAH FAGG - 
CHAIRMAN OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EVENTS 
On behalf of myself and the committee, I would like to thank all of those who offered time
to help at the Parish on Parade event in July. Without you such events are not possible. The
weather was not on our side, but I think we made the most of it. Let’s hope next year is a
smashing day. In other news there has been lots going on behind the scenes, with meetings
with Mr Day at Lyminge Primary School. We are excited to be involved with a new space
within the school, for the children. We will keep you posted! Any ideas of events you would
like to see in our community please email us - clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk. Thank
you again for your support. 
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I joined the Parish Council in April this year and was elected Chair
in May. Since then, I have met many new people in the community
with a common aim of maintaining and improving our villages and
environment. I hope we can continue this in the future and make a
real positive impact for the benefit of the Parish.

WHAT WE’VE BEEN BUSY WITH:
Tree stumps removed in Mount Pleasant
Latch on Church Gate Fixed 
Additional Leaf Sweep Mount Pleasant
Parish Council approved a new bench in Mount Pleasant

www.lymingeparishcouncil.gov.uk.    
debbie.capon@lymingeparishcouncil.gov.uk            mob: 07999 403948
Handyman: fred@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
neighbourhoodplan@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk 

LYMINGE PARISH COUNCIL
For Lyminge, Etchinghill and 
Rhodes  Minnis

Who is Shaun Pottage?



THE LYMINGE NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2025

20

The Neighbourhood Plan: 
- Local Green Spaces Consultation

Below is a summary of the information about 
potential Local Green Spaces, gathered at the various 
Neighbourhood Plan community meetings that have 
been held across the Parish. 

Would you please have a look; we need you to help 
us to gather facts about the mentioned localities e.g. 
owners of land, any wildlife, why is it special to you 
and the community. Also please let us know if any 
areas have been missed and could be added to this 
list. We are also looking for photographs to illustrate 
the green spaces and views in the area. Please 

send feedback to the Parish 
Council (barbara.winham@
lymingeparishcouncil.gov.
uk) or through a Google form  
using the QR Code alongside 
or on this link: https://forms.gle/
PGSJLKuWaV3UDjaJ8

Please note that a “Local Green Space” in this context 
is a special designation that applies to certain green 
spaces within a community that safeguards them 
against inappropriate development, effectively 
bringing them up to the same level as Green Belt 
in planning terms. To be designated, the space in 
question needs to meet strict criteria as set out in 
national policy. Potential green spaces need to be 
truly and “demonstrably” special to the community 
under at least one of five specific categories. 

We have made a start at assigning these categories 
to each of the sites on the current list, using the 
first letter of the category we think for which they 
are demonstrably special - R: Recreational Value; H: 
Historic Value; W: Wildlife Value: T: Tranquillity Value; 
B: Beauty Value.

ETCHINGHILL   

St Mary’s Field R, H 

Green Space around Village Hall R, H, T, B 

Meriden Park Green Space R, T 

Harry’s Wood W, R?, T 

Former Cricket Pitch ? - Remove? 

Etchinghill Golf Course R 

Green Space (top Tedders Leas) ?  
 

LYMINGE  

Court Lodge Green (Bumpy Field) W, H, R, T, B 

Tayne Field H, R, B, W? 

Well Field W, R, H, B 

Lyminge Churchyard H, T, W, B 

Jubilee Field R 

Sibton Park Cricket Ground R, B? 

Mount Pleasant Green Space R, T 

Ethelburga Drive Green Space R, T 

Palm Tree Way Green Space R, T 

Green space by Age UK / 
Greenbanks / Station Rd 

R, T, H? 

Ethelburga Grove R, W, H 

Rectory Field (at end of Rectory 
Lane) 

R, W?- maybe 
remove? 

Water Meadow Field (North 
Lyminge Lane) 

R, W?- maybe 
remove? 

Lyminge West Top Field (on way 
to Brady Hill) 

R, B, W? 

Brady Hill W, R, B 

Field opp Sibton Park R, B, W? 

Woods (Top of Brady Road) W – but no 
access 

Allotments (Methodist Church) R 
 

RHODES MINNIS   

Recreation Ground / Village 
Green 

R, T, H, W? 

Allotment Field H 

Allotments R 

West Wood (Lyminge Forest) R, W, T, B, H? 
 



Minimise Pain

Optimise Mobility

Enhance Your Health

Welcome to AK Healthcare – Your Trusted Osteopathic Clinic in Lyminge.
Since 2011, Adam and Katie have been dedicated to bringing relief and mobility to the Elham Valley

community. At AK Healthcare, we believe in a holistic approach to health, focusing on treating the whole
person, not just the symptoms. Our experienced Osteopaths use gentle and effective techniques to

address a variety of conditions, from back pain and sports injuries to arthritic pain and beyond. Our
commitment is to help you achieve optimal health and well-being in a warm, welcoming environment.

Visit us today and experience the difference that personalized care can make for you. Your path to a
healthier life starts here!

Contact us to book your appointment today!

www.AKHealthcare.org.uk
07904311554

Or scan the QR code below:



THE LYMINGE NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2025

22

The Lyminge Association

We’re here to support and develop our community!
CONTACTS:
Chair:	 Heather Dunford  07427 664084 E heather.dunford@gmail.com

Minutes Secretary: 	 Peter Barnes 01303 863737 or 07808 775302 E pbarnes20@icloud.com

Treasurer: 	 Janet Fry 01303 863177 E janet@rhodesminnis.org.uk

Committee Members: 	 Peter Barnes (deputy chair), Marian Chubb, Richard Chubb, Stephen Guyatt,            		
	 Gillian Heywood, Dennis Huntley, Robin Mackonochie, Derek Smith, Penny Stephens, 		
	 Bernie Wood, Martin Wood

Newsletter: 	 Peter Barnes 01303 863737 or 07808 775302 E pbarnes20@icloud.com

Please contact the Chair or Treasurer if you need any financial support for your charity or individuals.

FULLY INSURED FULLY INSURED

Please call Lyn to book a space:  07866 234820 or email: elhamdtc@gmail.com visit: www.elhamdogtrainingclub.com for more information

• Talking Dogs Rally Training
• Kennel Club Accredited Instructor and  

Kennel Club Good Citizens Scheme Assessors

• Dog Training and Pet Care Services
• Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog All Levels Training
• Puppy Training

ELHAM DOG TRAINING CLUB

OLELY FOOT CARE

CLINIC APPOINTMENTS - HOME VISITS - FLEXIBLE
CLINIC: 4 STATION ROAD, LYMINGE CT18 8HP

Join us in saving lives 
this Christmas at

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS
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Tel: 03000413131  lymingelibrary@kent.gov.uk

Lyminge Library Opening Times

Monday 	 10am - 2pm
Tuesday 	 10am - 1pm, 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 	10am - 2pm
Thursday 	 10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm
Friday  	 10am - 2pm
Saturday 	   9am - 1pm

Community Hall Details

The next time you are thinking of holding a function 
why not try Etchinghill Village Hall, which holds the 
highest Hallmark accreditation level (Hallmark 3), with 
its excellent facilities, including ample parking space. 

The standard hire charge for the main hall and kitchen are:

ANY DAY OF THE WEEK  ANY TIME £15 PER HOUR
No winter supplements. No extra charges.
Ideal for family parties and get togethers.

The use of a separate Committee Room is also available. 

For all bookings or enquiries please contact:

The Duty Manager on 07514 758936

Large hall with stage, new kitchen and flexible hire. 
Excellent parking facilities, disabled access, proximity to                     
playgrounds and playing fields situated in a beautiful 
countryside location.

Capacity: 200 people dancing /audience seating, 100 
with tables. Small rooms available for up to 50 seated.

BOOK ONLINE: lymingevillagehall.org.uk 
EMAIL: admin@lymingevillagehall.org.uk 
INFO: 07547 545601

Full pricing can be found on our website. Guideline prices: 
Main Hall hire: 	 £88.40 (Fri/Sat evenings) 
	 £47.60 (Sat/Sun morning or afternoon)

Find us on Facebook

ETCHINGHILL  
VILLAGE HALL

LYMINGE  
VILLAGE HALL

RHODES MINNIS 
 VILLAGE HALL 

VALLEY METHODIST 
CHURCH, LYMINGE AND 

TAYNE CENTRE CHARITY NO.800345

REGISTERED CHARITY.281465

Church Seating 	 Max 150	 £22 per hour

Clayson Hall  
(with Stage) Seating 	 Max 150	 £16.50 per hour 

Rigden Room Seating 	 Max 35	 £11 per hour

Wesley Room Seating 	 Max 15	 £11 per hour

All rooms have use of kitchen, toilets 
and disabled toilet. With the exception 
of Wesley room, all rooms are disabled-
friendly and accessible.

Contact: 07716 521405 or taynecentre@outlook.com

Rhodes Minnis Village Hall is located 2kms (1¼miles) 
from Lyminge and just off Longage Hill and Whitehorse 
Lane in Chapel Lane. 

The hall is ideal for children’s parties, band practice, 
quizzes, meetings, wedding receptions, fundraising 
events and much more. It has a fully equipped kitchen 
and baby changing facilities. 

Rates
Mon to Fri   	 £18 per session	  
	 £48 all day
Sat & Sun   	 £23 per session	
	 £33 for evening session and  
	 £69 all day

Sessions
AM session	 08.30 - 12.30
PM session	 13.30 - 17.30
Evening session	18.00 - 23.45
Separate rates for Bank Holidays and New Year and  
special rates for regular users.

For all bookings and enquiries please contact:
Mick & Dorothy Athow:  01303 86261
Email: booking-rmvh@outlook.com
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PRE-SCHOOL 
OPPORTUNITIES

8AM-5PM DAILY

We are excited to welcome you to our 
local parent, baby and toddler group.
Please come along, meet new mums 

and dads for a chat and a play.
It costs £3.50 with tea and coffee 

provided along with snacks for your child. 
Tuesdays, term times only.   

10am to 12noon at the Tayne Centre
First session is free

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
Contact Ellen at 07870 405567

Etchinghill
10.15-11.30am every Wednesday 

(term time only)
at Etchinghill Village Hall

£3 per child 
Come along to Etchinghill’s Parent and Toddler group welcoming all 

pre-school children. We have plenty of toys and snacks for the little 
ones, and there is always tea, coffee and cakes for the adults. 
For further information call Ruth on 07817 777975, or look at 

Parent and Child Etchinghill Facebook page.
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Rates for Advertising in the Lyminge Newsletter
In the mists of time (2012??), we increased the charges to advertisers using the classified ad space in the Lyminge 
Newsletter for businesses from £9 to £9.50 per month or £95 per annum and from £1.50 to £3 (£30pa) for charities. 

With time and the increasing requests for larger advertising, these charges have changed in line with these 
charges. However, more recently, we have seen an increase in our circulation list from 1650 copies to 1750 to 
include the new Pentland Homes estate and requests for further copies from China China. 

In addition, we have absorbed any increased printing costs over the years, particularly when we switched to a 
commercial printer and yet we maintained our margins, continuing to support grant requests, donations and 
funding individual events. (See P 6). This year our revenue for the newsletter fell slightly from £12470 to £11463 
(-8%).

The Lyminge Association committee has therefore accepted the recommendation that our fees increase by 
4% (approx). The new rates per month from 1st November are as follows:

				    Charities	 Businesses
	 190 x 105mm 	 Half front page	 £45	 £50
 

	 190 x 270mm	 Whole internal page 	 £25	 £50
	

	 190 x 130mm	 Half page	 £12.50	 £25
	

	 90 x 125mm	 Quarter page	 £7.50	 £15
	

	 90 x 38mm	 Classified Ads	 £5	 £10
	

Rates for an annual advert are calculated using the monthly rate, times ten (two months free). E.g. for a 
quarter page business ad, one month costs £15; the annual cost £150.

We regret having to make these increases but undoubtedly we remain exceptionally competitive.

Editor
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Freshly Prepared
Breakfasts & Light Lunches

Home Baked Cakes
Vintage Afternoon Teas

Coffees      Teas
Takeaway Available

Private Functions
Open Tuesday to Friday 

9am - 3pm
Saturdays, open 8.30am - 1.30pm 

(breakfasts only)
Dog Friendly

THE COFFEE CABIN TEA ROOM LTD.
CANTERBURY ROAD, LYMINGE, KENT. 

CT18 8HU. 01303 864222
Instagram @thecoffeecabintearoomltd

Find us on Google Maps

South Kent SEN Tuition
1:1 and small group tuition in your home

Private tuition from highly experienced  
and skilled teacher

Supporting children whose parents may have 
decided that they should be educated other 
than at school Electively Home Educated or 

‘Educated Otherwise than at School’ (EOTAS)

Supporting children for whom school can be a 
stressful and anxiety producing place. 

I offer a gentler, more bespoke approach.

I also offer booster lessons in  
reading, phonics and maths.

Contact me for a free 30 minute call 
or virtual meeting to discuss your needs  

and to see if I can help.

www.southkentsentuition.co.uk
sarah@southkentsentuition.co.uk

07751 459085

Anna Lindley 
(RVN, Dip.A.Physio)

Tailored Animal 
Physiotherapy for 

Dogs, Cats and 
Small Animals

• Offering physiotherapy assessment and treatment of 
dogs, cats and small animals.

• Physiotherapy can help with osteoarthritis and the 
ageing pet, post operative orthopaedic surgery, 
neurological, spinal conditions, unexplained lameness 
and many more conditions.

• I use a combination of manual therapy, laser, ultrasound 
therapy, TENS, kinesiology tape and exercises to 
rehabilitate your pet depending on your their needs. I 
also address environmental and exercise factors that can 
help your pet with their condition.

• I am fully insured with over 16 years experience working 
with animals. I am a member of the International 
Association of Animal Therapists (IAAT).

For more information  
please visit my website:  
www.annasanimalphysio.co.uk

or feel free to contact me on 07944 606453 or  
anna@annasanimalphysio.co.uk

Why not follow me on social media: 
� @annas_animal_physiotherapy � @annasanimalphysiotherapy

This Newsletter can be viewed online and in colour at www.lyminge.org.uk/newsletter



Editor: pbarnes20@icloud.com | Tel: 07808 775302

27

Minimise pain,
optimise mobility,
enhance your health.

AK Healthcare, 4 Station Road, Lyminge, CT18 8HP
Tel: 07904 311554 

Email: info@akhealthcare.org.uk 
Website: www.akhealthcare.org.uk

Osteopaths, Adam and Katie, are here to help 
you minimise your pain, optimise your mobility, 
and enhance your health and wellbeing.

We believe that everyone deserves to live 
a life free from the limitations of pain, and 
we’re here to support you on your journey to 
a healthier, more active lifestyle. Whether you 
are searching for help managing a chronic 
condition such as arthritis or circulatory 
problems, or you have a painful frozen 
shoulder, back pain, sciatica or recent injury... 
we are here to support you. 

Book online via our website or call/email us 
for more information. 

BOOK 
NOW

Tel: 07724 447 368
Email:

enquiries@envisagegroundcare.co.uk
www.envisagegroundcare.co.uk

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
GRASS CUTTING • HEDGE CUTTING

CLEARANCE • TREE WORK • FENCING

Elevate your space with  
20 years of expertise

Services tailored  
to your specification

Internal & External work
Paper Hanging

Domestic & Commercial undertaken
Peace of mind – Fully insured

Competitive rates –  
Top notch service at affordable prices

Free quotations:  
Get a clear understanding of costs  

with no-obligation quotes.

� 07891 743740 ✉ sholdbrookdecorating@gmail.com

Pet portraits in pastelPet portraits in pastel
by ROGER GOODYby ROGER GOODY

Desk top or A4 mounted pictures, 
painted from email images or 
photographs ~ makes an ideal present

Please text Roger on 07768 977420

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR advertisers
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Home Instead
Folkestone, Hythe & Ashford
300 Cheriton Road
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 4DP
accounts.folkestone@fha.homeinstead.co.uk 
www.homeinstead.co.uk/folkestone

01303 847899
homeinstead.co.uk/folkestone

Live well, your way
     with the care in your own home!

Personal Care
Companionship Care
Home Help
Dementia Care
End of life Care
Live in Care

Tel: 01303 892000 / 01303 840422
www.colebrooksturrock.com

Email: hawkinge@colebrooksturrock.com
Email: elham@colebrooksturrock.com

Looking to move?

Looking for an Agent that gives  
straight-forward, honest advice?

Look no further, choose  
Colebrook Sturrock Sales & Lettings

Call us now for your free market appraisal
Covering Hawkinge & Elham plus all surrounding villages 01303 892000

This Newsletter can be viewed online and in colour at www.lyminge.org.uk/newsletter
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Tel: 01303 892705      Mob: 07916 273886 
E: roofersfolkestone@gmail.com   www.d-kirby-roofing-folkestone.co.uk 

All Roofing Work • Fibreglass & Felt Flat Roofing
Chimney Building & Repairs • New Roofs • Alterations
Insulated Conservatory Conversions • General Building

30 Year’s Experience 
Reliable Local Roofer

Free Quotes

Kirby Roofing & Building
Daniel

www.d-kirby-roofing-folkestone.co.uk 

Kirby Roofing & BuildingKirby Roofing & Building

FIND A SAFE, 
LOCAL TRADER 
The Only Traders Vetted By Kent 

Trading Standards

Trader IDK0935

TRADING
STANDARDS
CHECKED
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Based in Etchinghill, I provide a personalised service with a one-off, flat fee of 
£180 to prepare & submit your Tax Return.  No hidden costs.  

FMAAT Licensed Accountant, fully insured and HMRC-authorised.

Contact Anita: 
07361 238744 or aabookkeepingservicesaadams@gmail.com

South East Aerial & Satellite Solutions
Digital – Freeview – Satellite – Aerials

Supply and fit of quality digital installations, FREEVIEW, SKY, 
aerials, poor reception and problem solving, upgrades and 

repairs by fully accredited engineers
Free quotations and advice, fixed prices, fully insured

NO CALL-OUT CHARGE
 07825 168010  
01303 862361

D.W. Garden and Mini Digger Services
Mowing, Fencing, Hedge Cutting, 

Chainsaw Work, Turfing
Free Quotes

Contact David  07765789721

AIR LINK CARS
(You pack up, we pick up) 
Airport, Seaport & Long Distance Travel Specialists.
The family run business where service really counts
Estate cars and People Carriers Fixed price 24hrs a day. No extras.  

Written confirmation of booking.
For the Easy Airport Link, think AIR LINK!

01303 670370 - 07766 824 474
airlinkcars@yahoo.com

dennis.huntley@talktalk.net • www.dennishuntley.co.uk

Dennis Huntley
Chimney Sweep

Wood burners and multifuel stoves installed

Hearths and fireplaces built & installed

Over 40 years’ experience

01303 862343 • 07850 784365

Auto Economy Centre
Fully equipped Mechanical Repair & Service Centre

With the latest diagnostic equipment
Half price MOTs when booked with any service

01303 863656
Orchard Garage, Canterbury Rd, Etchinghill

www.autoeconomycentre.com

FENCING | GATES | PAVING | RESIN BONDING
• Over 35 years experience • Jacksons Approved Installer

• Marshalls Approved • Check-a-Trade registered

Call Martin Gosbee: 07974 835 511 | 01303 863 337
GOSBEECONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM 

GOSBEE.CO.UK

all general building including:
roofing, brickwork, tiling, patios,  

landscaping, screeding, renovations, 
repairs & maintenance.

30 years experience, competitive rates,  
a fully insured, prompt & reliable 

high quality local builder
Kenny 07743 488361

LYMINGE FOOD & WINE
01303 862870

Our new opening times are:  
Mon - Sat 7:00 - 21:00 Sunday & Bank Holidays 8:00 - 20:00

We offer National Lottery, ATM, Post Office, InPost Lockers, PayPoint

Park House Sanctuary Boarding Kennels & Cattery
Park House, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN

Brick-Built Heated Kennels. Daily Walks ~ Reasonable Rates 
Dogs must be fully inoculated. Heated Cat Chalets

Quiet Area Inspection Invited.  
To book or for further information, call 01303 862622 

or email lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
www.lordwhisky.co.uk

DILTON
MINI SKIP HIRE
Ballast, Hardcore, Sand 

and Topsoil Supplied
REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

01303 812448 or 07799 433754

To advertise in this space for £10.00 per 
month (or £100 per annum, 2 months free) 

please contact 
Peter Barnes

pbarnes20@icloud.com 
01303863737 / 07808775302
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For more information or a quote please contact Amy: 
Mobile: 07853 202304  Email: amy.louise.ford@hotmail.co.uk

Tressenden 
Designs 

  A seamstress and costume maker with 
8 years of experience. 

s Clothing alterations s Repair work undertaken  
s Made-to-measure; create a bespoke piece for those special occasions

s Modern and vintage designs s Costumes, ball gowns and wedding dresses

Independently owned veterinary surgery.
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 08:00-19:00 Saturday 08:30-13:00 

24hour emergency service 

Veterinary Surgery 

TEL: 01303 764190
Hawkinge Veterinary Surgery, 9b Defiant Close, Hawkinge CT18 7SU

www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk

Direct
Cremation

ONE FIXED PRICE INCLUDING ALL CREMATION FEES

📞 01303 684062

Fair Priced
Cremation£999 £1950

RKFUNERALS.COM

Customer service is our priority
* Remote IT support for business or home
* New & refurbished sales
* Call-outs for business or domestic users
* Preventative maintenance & upgrades
* Repairs to most phones, tablets & devices

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Church Approach, 
New Romney,

TN28 8AS
01797 363385

Computer support & repairs by local people

ANDY  MANNERING  FLOORING
SPECIALISING IN AMTICO AND KARNDEAN LUXURY VINYL TILES

Also safety flooring, rubber flooring, etc.
Commercial and domestic work undertaken

No job too small. Free estimates & advice given
Over 35 years experience & fully insured

T: 07974 347248 or 01303 863095
E: info@andymanneringflooring.com

Please visit my website for further information and feedback
www.andymanneringflooring.com

ELHAM 
VALLEY 
ELECTRICS

LOCAL, LOW COST, LOW CARBON 

DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICIAN

ELHAM VALLEY ELECTRICS LTD
Call James: 07563 008202 or contact@elhamvalleyelectrics.co.uk

www.elhamvalleyelectrics.co.uk

All electrical needs & EV chargers. Free estimates.
Insured and certified by NAPIT

REHOMING & BOARDING CATTERY
•	 Our Sanctuary takes in and rehomes 250 unwanted cats and kittens 

each year. A variety of cats are always available to suitable homes.
•	 5* Boarding Cattery under 2018 regulations
•	 We are open to visitors every day from 10am-1pm & 2-4pm.  

No appointment needed.
T: 01303 862 243 E: rminniscats@gmail.com FACEBOOK-F @rhodesminniscats   
www.rhodesminniscatsanctuary.com
Seathwaite, Green Lane, Rhodes Minnis, Kent. CT4 6XU 

Rhodes Minnis Cat Sanctuary
Reg. Charity No. 262245

Tree Work - Hedge Cutting - Lawn Mowing 
Pruning - Garden Maintenance 

Garden Waste Clearance... 
...and so much more! 

Thoughtful garden care, 
local to you. 

hello@foxandoak.co.uk 
www.foxandoak.co.uk 

07793 061380

HURST
INTERIORS

07732 603 415
max@hurstinteriors.com

SQUARE-INSTAGRAM hurstinteriors
Please get in touch for  

free advice and quotation

Bespoke Joinery
Doors - Windows - Built-in Furniture

Sliding Sash and Casement Windows
Bespoke Front Door made to match original

Made to Measure Wardrobes and Understairs Storage
All work is completely bespoke

Workshop based in Mersham and covers the Kent area

Walk in or call Richard for appointment on  Walk in or call Richard for appointment on  07522 49496907522 494969

Richard’s Barbershop
    4 Station Road, Lyminge CT18 8HP

0pen: Tuesday 	 8am - 1pm
Wednesday 	 1.30pm - 6pm 			 
	 (Bookings only)

Thursday 	 8am - 1pm
Friday 	 1pm - 6pm
Saturday 	 8am - 1pm

(During winter, please book early appointments)

Richard’s Barbershop, Lyminge 
would like to wish everybody 
a happy Christmas and thank 
you for your continued support.
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T. M.   G R I G G S
 01303 489795  07854 098395
tobystreesurgery@gmail.com

Garden Clearance  -  Turfing  -  Hedge Cutting
Tree Work  -  Stump Grinding  -  Fence Repair

Freshlook Gardens

Established since 1990. Fully insured.
For free quotation ring Danny Scott

01233 329610 or 07795 510093 mrdanscott89@gmail.com

Regular lawn mowing service. Garden design.  Hard and soft landscaping. 
General garden work, fencing and decking. Turfing hedge cutting,  

small and medium tree work. Water features, ponds and patios.

Computer Repairs
PCs, MACs, Laptops, Tablets & Printers
Upgrades & Repairs, Internet & Email, Virus Removal, 
Office Setup, Backup & Recovery & much more...
Tuition available by a qualified tutor.
Usual Fee £55
Websites built & hosted from £10 per month
See www.computers-in-kent.co.uk for details

01303 241 325
07968 129902📞

All aspects of  
Tree Work 

undertaken.
NPTC Qualified.

Fully insured.
Please call Sam 
for a free quote:
07963 203564

SPEARPOINT
TREE SERVICES

Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists

DAVID HAIME
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGIST

BUILDING TECHNICAL DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION  
DRAWING SERVICES. 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

– 	 BUILDING PLANS  
FROM PORCH TO NEW BUILD. 

– 	 PLANNING/BUILDING 
CONTROL/STRUCTURAL CALCS. 

– 	 COVERING KENT/SUSSEX/
SURREY.

LYMINGE, KENT CT18 8HA
TEL: 07974 156510
EMAIL: d.haime@btinternet.com

JBS 
BUILDERS

Specialising in Brickwork, Fencing, Landscape Gardening.  
Tree work undertaken (lopping, felling and clearing).

General household repairs, painting, plastering, power jetting & cleaning.
No job too small!! All work guaranteed and insured.

For free advice and quotations please call: 07825 168010/ 01303862361 (anytime)

• Quick Response
• CCTV Drain Inspections
• Drainage Repairs
• Pre-purchase Surveys

We’ve been unblocking 

sinks, drains & toilets in 

Kent since 1965

For a FREE no obligation 
quote contact  

Mark or Peter on 

01233 621108
07557 616630

The Handy Fellow
A trusted 

local 
service

Call 
07534 

485049

LOCAL TRADESMAN
J Tappenden

    Established over 40 years ago
Painter/Decorator

01303 862467
07775 578008

Jackson Plumbing
Property Maintenance

Complete bathrooms and tiling
No job too small.  Special rates for OAP’s.

Telephone:  home/evening 01303 270691 
or daytime 07773 089398 or 07864 929826

Hamilton Windows & Doors
New joinery, restoration, double glazing of  

old and existing timber windows
Bring your windows and doors back to life and get rid of cold 

draughts, or replace them with beautiful new ones.
Joiner/carpenter with many years of experience.

Based in Lyminge, please feel free to call for more information. 
07792 901266    Alex_b_hamilton@live.co.uk

From design to build, we use trusted quality trade professionals 
along with reliable suppliers to ensure budgets are met, with 
high standards maintained. Contact us if you’re looking to –

•	 Extend your property
•	 Carry out an external or internal refurbishment

•	Convert an existing building into a new dwelling

 Please contact: 
paul@apxprojectmanagement.co.uk 

07487 364155
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FINANCIAL PLANNING

For further information, please contact our Lyminge office
David Gridley FPFS

Tel: 01303 863959    Email: davidgridley@sjpp.co.uk

David Gridley - Chartered Financial Planner
Range of quality advice from a fully qualified adviser:

Pre- and Post-Retirement Planning 
Investment Planning – Inheritance Tax Planning

Ashman 
Consulting 
Limited

Steve Ashman 
(07702) 641981
info@ashman-consulting.co.uk

Straightforward I.T.
Advice – Training    
Solutions – Support 

Sunhouse Electrical

www.sunhouse-electrical.com
For a free quotation call James on 01303 766333

Your local reliable Electrician. Part B Registered with NICEIC
On Competent Persons Registe & Fully Insured

Lou Lloyd
CARPENTER

07984 426214
loulloyd@rocketmail.com

Kitchens, Flooring, Wardrobes, 
Doors, Decking and more!

We are a local company that specialise in double glazing repairs 
offering a wide range of service’s that include: Replacement  

double glazed units - Locks - Hinges - Handles - Rubber Seals - Gaskets.

For a free estimate please call:   07912 317915 or 01303 863689
or email:   dsdoubleglazingservices@gmail.com

SCRUBBERS - Est. 1988
THE HOME AND COMMERCIAL CLEANERS

One off, regular or moving day ‘Blitz’
Oven cleaning – Ironing

Carpet cleaning and more…
For a friendly and reliable service

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01303 249288 or 07834 128671

Domestic, commercial, industrial & agricultural electricians  
serving the Elham Valley and surroundings.

Tel: 01303 656007     Mob: 07803 421240     Email: info@acrise-electrical.co.uk     Website: acrise-electrical.co.uk

Acrise Electrical Services Limited Design - Install - Maintain

All building work 
undertaken. 

“Built on Trust, 
Focused on Quality”

CEDAR TREE CARE
All types of tree work undertaken

Crown lifting, crown reductions,
dismantling and removals, hedge maintenance,

pollarding, stump grinding and removal, mobile saw milling,
woodland maintenance, all year round seasoned logs available

Fully insured and NPTC qualified with over 15 years experience

Call Tom: 07769 908027 email: linchlogs@gmail.com

Hand made curtains, 
Roman blinds 

& soft furnishing,  
Curtain alterations

Tel: Valery Wren 01303 237755

Fincham Plumbing & Heating

Rosemary & Martin Fincham
07835 851 706   martinfincham@sky.com

We specialise in bathroom remodelling, including all tiling & pipework
Natural gas boiler servicing, Installation, Maintenance, Repairs, Replacement

All your plumbing requirements
Martin is a Qualified Plumber & Gas Engineer with over 30 years experience

Gas Safe, CIPHE, WIAPS registered

T. METCALFE FENCING CONTRACTORS

01303 840201
metcalfefencing@btinternet.com

Proprietor – Derek Burr
Ash Ridge House, Elham

Approved Expert Installer for Jacksons Fencing
Established over 30 years. Fully insured. Highly experienced teams

Panel fencing, gates, decking, pergolas, post & rail,
stock fencing, security, landscaping & tree surgery

Lyminge and surrounding areas 
For a free no obligation quote, please contact me 
Mobile: 07738 479202  Home: 01303 863702       
Email: haleymark161@gmail.com

MWH
Window and gutter cleaning service 

Mark Haley
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D.M.B. Plastering
All aspects undertaken

Interior. Exterior. Plastering. Rendering. Coving. 
Ceilings. Wall. Floors

Finest quality assured. CSCS Certified.
30 years experience. Free estimates. Reliable service. Fully insured.

Call David on 07818 607209

KJB GARDEN SERVICES
Weeding, Pruning, Mowing,  

Hedge Cutting & General Maintenance
01303 862181 or 07704 989 402 

Over 35 years experience

Contact Simon Cullen on 07745 421680 or sijnzo@aol.com

HOUSE CLEARANCE covering South East Kent... and beyond!

Established over 30 years
Full/part house clearance

Fair prices paid
Antique/Vintage/Retro/Modern 

Registered rubbish carrier

CAROL CREES CLEARANCES 

Total garden care for all your needs

07752 880583 Email: info@tmhorticulture.co.uk

TIM MILLETT
Grass Maintenance, General Gardening, Small & Medium 

Size Tree Work, Stump Grinding and Wood chipping
Fencing Repairs & New Installations

Turfing, Hard & Soft Landscaping
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

NPC Domestic Appliance Services

Call Neil Collard 01303 892234 or  
07798 716044 or find me on Yell.com

Service and repair of washing machines,  
tumble driers, dishwashers, cleaners and  

small electrical work. 
Prompt and friendly service.

JON DAUGHTERS - Local Builder
All aspects of general building works undertaken including: roofing, kitchens, bathrooms and small extensions

Trading for over 30 years  Free quotes, no obligations, fully insured
Telephone: 01303 863371  Email: daughters777@hotmail.co.uk

FACEBOOK-SQUARE SQUARE-INSTAGRAM

Contact Simon for any electrical maintenance, refurbishments or 
upgrades with a friendly, clean and professional approach to work 

07891 103065 | info@ewinselectrical.co.uk  
www.ewinselectrical.co.uk

Find us on

✀ Appointment not always needed
✀ Weddings & special occasions
✀ Shellac nails
✀ Gents welcome

Unisex  
hair salon

HOUSE-CHIMNEY
4 Station Road, Lyminge

Folkestone, Kent, CT18 8HP
📞

01303 647 222
✉

info@snippersandclippers.co.uk

07745 532075
Podiatry, Chiropody, 

Foot Health
Treating and managing  

foot and nail conditions, corns, 
callus, insoles, ingrown nails, 

diabetic foot care

East Kent
Foot Care

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk

Your Local Electrician
For all your electrical needs

07878 457018 | 01303 814372 | info@hughes-electrical.co.uk  

www.hughes-electrical.co.uk

•	 18th Edition/Part P Registered
•	 Insured & all work guaranteed
•	 All electrical work carried out  

including EV charging points
•	 Covering Lyminge, Etchinghill & surrounding villages
Call for a free, no obligation quote and to discuss your 
electrical requirements.

R Button Roofing

All roofing aspects including tiling, slating, 
flat roofing, lead work, guttering and fascias.
40 years experience.  Telephone: 07729284860 for a free estimate.
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Although the picture on the 
left shows a close-up and the 
picture on the right a longer 
view that reveals more of 
the upper storey and house 
next door, these both show 
Korf House, which stands on 
Canterbury Road opposite the 
Coffee Cabin.  The picture on 
the left was taken in 1977 when 
it was still operating as a shop.

The pair of houses now known 
as Korf House and Dorset 
House were built around the 
beginning of the 20th Century.  
It seems quite likely they were 
both bought by a widow, Louisa 
Goringe, who by 1911 was living 
in Korf House with her two 
daughters Ethel and Florence, 
both dressmakers.  They had 
moved there from Corfe Castle 
in Dorset, which probably 
explains the names of the two 
houses.  Ethel later married 
Percy Gordon, a tailor who 
owned Gordon Brothers tailors 
in Folkestone.  They lived in 
Church Road in Lyminge.  This 

ran a business there for many 
years.  His son Albert learned 
his father’s trade but moved to 
Lyminge, operating first from 
Dorset House, but by 1921 he 
was in Korf House.  His son 
Roy took over the business 
after the Second World War.  
The picture above shows Roy 
outside his shop, when he was 
still selling shoes and offering 
shoe repairs.  By this time, it 
appears he had ceased to make 
and sell shoes himself, another 
once-vital trade that used to be 
widespread but which has now 
virtually disappeared from our 
towns and villages. 

was a time when Lyminge was 
full of businesses.  The Gordon 
family also ran a butchers in 
Aberdeen House, opposite 
Korf House at the end of North 
Lyminge Lane, as well as a 
greengrocery in Station Road.    

In 1911, Albert Collins, a boot-
maker was living next door to 
the Goringe’s in Dorset House.  
We know his father Barnett 
Collins, aged just 12 in 1851, was 
at that time learning the trade 
of boot-maker as apprentice 
to his cousin in Northampton, 
a town still well known for 
shoe manufacturing.  Barnett 
later moved to Cheriton and 

Out & About... Do you have any photos of local events or groups 
in action? If so, can you please forward them 

along with a few words to pbarnes20@icloud.com  

LYMINGE THEN AND NOW
Our monthly look at how Lyminge has changed over the years,  

with thanks to Lyminge Historical Society. 

Remembrance Sunday 2025
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1.	 What did my true love send to me on the eighth day of Christmas?
2.	 What did Tom Smith invent in 1847?
3.	 What is the best selling Christmas song of all time?
4.	 Whose feast day is on Boxing Day?
5.	 Whose ghost appears first to Scrooge in A Christmas Carol?
6.	 Which well-loved Christmas carol was first performed to   guitar 

accompaniment because the church organ was broken?
7.	 Which Christmas film starring James Stewart was produced in 1946?
8.	 According to We Wish You A Merry Christmas, what do we all love?
9.	 The highest ever rating episode of Eastenders was aired on 

Christmas Day 1986.  What happened?
10.	 Which American singer is famous for singing Santa Baby?
11.	  In the Muppet Christmas Carol, which character was played by 

Kermit the frog?
12.	 From which country do poinsettias originate? 
13.	 In Scandinavia, what is ‘Glog’?
14.	 In the Ukraine, what is hidden in the Christmas tree and brings the 

finder good luck, a spider, a red button or fig?
15.	 What did my true love give to me on the fourth day of Christmas? 
16.	 When is it traditional to light a Yule log?
17.	 Panettone is traditionally eaten in which European country at 

Christmas?
18.	 What is the name of the carol about Christmas Evergreen plants?
19.	 From which continent do turkeys originate: North America, Australia 

or Europe?
20.	 What is Scrooge’s first name?

Christmas Quiz

Answers on P14


