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From The Lyminge Association

As in previous years,  The 
Lyminge Association is happy 
to confirm that Santa and his 
willing elves will be personally 
delivering Christmas presents 
to children in their homes on 
the evening of Monday, 23rd 
December. 

Presents may be left at The 
Methodist Church, Church Road, 
Lyminge, CT18 8JA on either 
Saturday, 14th or Saturday, 21st 
December between 10.30am 
and 3pm only. Sorry - no other 
dates or times!! A receipt will be 
given for each bag of presents 
deposited.

The parcels need to be well 
wrapped and 

CLEARLY LABELLED WITH THE 
RECIPIENT’S NAME & ADDRESS 
including POSTCODE.

A small charge of £2 is made 
per address; there is no limit 
to the number of presents per 
household, but they all need 
to be clearly marked with the 
recipient’s name and address.

The areas to which Christmas 
presents will be delivered 
include Lyminge, Etchinghill, 
Rhodes Minnis, and Postling but 
regretfully excludes the far end 
of Woodland Road and Elham.

The Lyminge Association 
Committee wish you all a very 
enjoyable Christmas and hopes 
that the New Year proves to be 

full of good health and happiness
Please note, that because of the Christmas holidays,  the January 
edition of the newsletter will be delayed until early January 2025
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Margaret Saunders’ Meanderings
Winterton-on-Sea is just along the coast from Hemsby on the Norfolk East Coast.  The sky is a uniform grey and 
looking along the beach to either end, a faint mistiness envelopes the coastline.  Soft sand dunes form the frail 
barrier between land and sea, which is constantly being eroded when extra high tides reach further up the beach.  
Evidence for this is clear – double yellow lines on the tarmac road are suddenly cut off where the road has fallen 
into the sea!
Wind from the north-east is steadily blowing off the sea.  It is low tide and a vast expanse of wet sand lays before me 

as I slither down soft golden sand to get onto the beach.  Spiky 
grass somehow grows out of these sand dunes but is helpless 
in holding them together when the sea claws at their base, 
dragging the sand back with it as the tide recedes, having 
eaten its way yet further into the land.  Enormous concrete 
blocks have been placed along a short stretch of the beach 
below where the road once ran, in an effort to deflect the force 
of the sea.  They seem insignificant compared to the strength 
of the North Sea.  Each storm brings fear to the people who 
live along this coastline, wondering when the next landslide 
will take place and claim their properties.  The Norfolk Coast 
Path runs along the top of these dunes, but for how much 
longer I wonder?  On nearby Hemsby Beach, a Second World 
War concrete pillbox sits in the shallow waters of the bay and 
further south along the coast in Suffolk, Dunwich Village has 
been completely lost to the sea.

The salt-laden wind is brisk and tugs at my hair and jacket leaving the taste of salt on my lips.  Crossing the high 
tide line I look for interesting finds, but nothing catches my interest – no little treasures, no interesting driftwood, 
no pretty shells.  With the grey-green sea on my right, I walk northwards, firstly on the soft sand before moving 
nearer the sea, where the sand is wet and firm.  Rivulets of water drain down from the upper beach.  Dotted 
with pebbles and the odd patch of fine stones, the beach slopes very gently towards the sea.   A large lagoon 

of water is trapped in a hollow between myself and the sea, 
the wind rippling its surface.  Once I have rounded the far 
end of this, I make my way to the water’s edge where smallish 
waves lap in ever spiralling lines.  This area is protected by a 
shallow offshore sandbank creating a calmer stretch of water 
on its landward side.  However, agitated water boils over this 
sandbank, jumping and jostling, waves bumping into each 
other causing white foam to shoot up into the air.  This collision 
of water creates a loud background roar.  Compared with our 
local waters of the English Channel the sea here feels much 
more menacing and I view it with considerable respect.  In the 
quieter but still choppy water this sandbank protects, I see a 
black blob, then another and another and realize that these 
are grey seals, their shiny heads raised, like periscopes, looking 
at me with their great big black eyes, but also scanning round 
in all directions before disappearing from view, only to bob up 
again a little distance away.  One in particular raises its head 

high and I can clearly see the mottled markings on its neck.  I spend some time watching out for them and guess 
that I have probably seen at least six different seals.
Something catches my eye on a further sandbank and eventually when I am directly opposite I can see that it is 
a young golden coloured seal, stranded on the raised hump of the bank.  Its head moves as gulls fly close by and I 

wonder if it is distressed and will be able to survive once it can 
re-enter the water when the tide rises.  Seaward of the seal on 
the same sandbank a group of large seabirds has gathered 
and a lone cormorant sits while gulls fly around.  Further along 
the beach, some distance away, the sun has broken through, 
illuminating a small patch of breaking waves, making the 
foam an almost pure white.  I hear the thrum of a boat’s engine 
and looking out I see a boat taking people on a seal trip, one 
of many along the Norfolk coast.  As the boat heaves up and 
down on the waves, I hope the passengers are able to enjoy 
their trip!
Struggling to climb back up the soft sand of the dunes 
to return to the Coastal Path I appreciate how fragile this 
coastline is.  Every step I take, I slide back slightly as I can get 
no grip.  Nature will win this battle … and it is merely a matter 
of time.
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Monthly Events

Weekly Events

One-Off Events

Diary  of  Forthcoming  Events

1 In term time only   2 Except Jan and Feb    3 Except Jan, Feb, and trip in Aug  4 Except Aug and Dec  5 Not held in August  ** Every three months

This page is printed to give readers and organisers the opportunity of planning events without clashing with existing ones, which are already in 
the ‘diary’. It is not intended as a means of advertising and we take no responsibility for errors or omissions. Acceptance is at the discretion of the 
editor. Please send your updates by email to pbarnes20@icloud.com.plus.com or via methods outlined on Page 4. 
Location and name codes below:

AUKL Age UK Lyminge; C&H: Coach & Horses; EVH: Etchinghill Village Hall; ELVH: Elham Village Hall, ERA: Etchinghill Residents’ Association; ES: Elham  
Square, EVLT: Elham Valley Line Trust, JF: Jubilee Field; LB: Laing Bennett; LBC: Bowls Club; LL: Library; LMC: Lyminge Methodist Church;  LPC: Lyminge Parish 
Church; LPS: Lyminge Primary School; LVH: Lyminge Village Hall; LW: Lord Whisky; NP: Nailbourne Court; PC: Postling Church; PH: Lord Whisky, Park House;                  
PVH: Postling Village Hall; RVH: Rhodes Minnis Village Hall; RMC: Rhodes Minnis Church;  RMCS: Rhodes Minnis Cat Sanctuary; RR: Rigden Room; SMVH: 
Stelling Minnis Village Hall, SNL: See Newsletter for info;  SP: Sibton Park; SPCC: Sibton Park Cricket Club; TC: Tayne Centre; TF: Tayne Field; WF: Well Field
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Postling Church Services
	 1st December	 8.30am Breakfast service
	 8th December	 8.30am Morning service
	 15th December	 8.30am Holy Communion
	 16th December	 7.30pm Advent Carol Service with the 
		  Shepway Singers
	 22nd December	 No service in Postling
	 24th December	 11.30am Crib Service in the barn, Pent Farm
	 25th December	 9.30am Morning service for Christmas Day
	 29th December	 No service in Postling

Lyminge Newsletter
Terms & Conditions: Copy deadline for next edition - 18 December 2024
Please email your copy to the editor (pbarnes20@icloud.com). Your payment must be received before 
your article or advert can appear in the Newsletter. Invoices will be issued and should be paid ASAP 
either by BACs, cheque, credit card or cash (details on invoice). Business adverts cost from £9.50 per 
month or £95.00 per year. Personal and charity adverts and articles from £3 per month, or £30.00 per 
year. The annual rate offers 12 entries for the price of 10. Please make cheques payable to ‘The Lyminge 
Association’. If you do not have email, a typed paper-copy may be left with the payment at the Library. 
The Newsletter is printed by Canterbury Print & Mail.
Lyminge Association accepts no liability for the accuracy of the advertisements or subsequent actions arising in 
conjunction with advertisers in the newsletter.
Further details from Peter Barnes (editor) on 01303 863737 or pbarnes20@icloud.com

Valley Methodist Church
A warm welcome awaits you at our services followed by a 
time of refreshment and fellowship in our Lyminge Church 
or at our small and beautiful Chapel at Rhodes Minnis.

LYMINGE
	 1st December	 11am  Mr Richard Blackwell
	 8th December	 10.15am Valley service at Elham 
	 	 Rev. Gill Songer
	 15th December	 11am Mr Ralph Bradshaw
	 22nd December	 11am  Local arrangement
	 Christmas Eve	 6pm Carol Service, Rev. Gill Songer
	 Christmas Day	 10am at St. Andrew’s, Cheriton
	 	 Rev Gill Songer
	 5th January	 11am Rev. Gordon Newton (Holy Communion)

RHODES MINNIS            
	 1st December	 9.30am  Mrs Keeley Taylor
	 8th December	 10.15am Valley service at Elham Rev. Gill Songer
Thursday 12th December	 7pm Village Carol Service Rev. Gill Songer
	 15th December	 9.30am  Rev. Adrian Roux
	 22nd December	 5pm  Joint at St Mary’s Elham Carol Service
	 Christmas Day	 No Service Alternative at St Andrew’s, Cheriton 
	 29th December	 10.30am Circuit Service at St. Andrew’s, 
	 	 Cheriton 
	 5th January 	9.30am  Rev Peter Cornish
The Rev Gill Songer will be running an Advent Bible Course 
‘Hush the Noise’ at 2pm on the 3rd, 10th & 17th December in 
Lyminge to which anyone who is interested is invited.

St Mary and St Ethelburga
Parish Church, Lyminge                 

Sunday 1st December            Advent Sunday
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 
	 	 11am Elham Valley Group Advent Eucharist         
	 Paddlesworth	 6pm Evensong (BCP)
Sunday 8th December
	 Lyminge	 8am Holy Communion (CW2)
	 	 1pm Favourite Christmas Carol Gathering 
		  and judging
		  6pm  Coral Evensong (BCP)
Sunday 15th December               
	 Lyminge	 10am Holy Communion (CW1)
		  5pm Candlelight Carol Service                                                                  
	 Paddlesworth	 6pm Evensong (BCP)
Sunday 22nd December       
	 Lyminge	 10am   Family Praise 
	 Paddlesworth	 3pm   Christingle     
Tuesday 24th December     Christmas Eve
	 Lyminge	 3pm Crib Service and pageant
		  11pm Midnight Communion
	 Paddlesworth	 11.30pm Carols in the Cat and Custard Pot
 		  Walk to Church for Midnight
 		  Mulled wine and mince pies in pub
Wednesday 25th December Christmas Day 
	 Lyminge	  10am Christmas Morning Eucharist
Sunday 29th December        
	 Elham	 10am Benefice Service
Sunday 5th January 2025
	 Lyminge	 10am WOW Service
	 Paddlesworth	 6pm Evensong (BCP)       
If more information is required please contact the Church Wardens, 
Derek Smith 01303 862508 or Mike Chinneck 01303 863911   

Rector’s Message 
Christians are in the season of Advent 
- a traditional moment for the Church 
to wait on God through reflecting on 
the heroes of our faith: the patriarchs 
and matriarchs, the prophets and 
the saints. Their stories, include 
faithfulness in waiting and pointing to 
God through words and acts of service.
In this super-speed culture, it’s harder 

now than ever to wait. Waiting often comes with a 
healthy dose of anxiety, impatience, and boredom even 
when we know something exciting is coming.  
Let’s take some time with the heroes of our faith and see 
what God says to us through their examples. Perhaps 
through active waiting we can receive wisdom and 
blessings that will transform our lives and faith.
“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and 
wait for the Lord.” Psalm 27: 14                Rev’d Carol Bates



Editor: pbarnes20@icloud.com 5 Tel: 01303 863737

OOppeenn  OOppeenn  CChhrriissttmmaass  CChhrriissttmmaass  DDaayyDDaayy
12 noon to 7pm

Restaurant and Takeaway

Eat as Much as You Like 
& select from  over 200 dishes

£39 per person and £20 per child (under 1.4m)
To book your table please call in or phone 01303 863 288 or 07539 200 804
We are closed from the 26th to the 28th of December

and re-open on the 29th of December. LA December 2024

I am an Advanced Practice Children’s 
Physiotherapist in Musculoskeletal and 
Orthopaedics, specialising in children 
between the ages of 0-16 years. 
Please get in touch for more information 
on how I may be able to help your little one.

Call Lucy: 07841 518234
lucy@footprintschildrensphysio.

co.uk
www.footprintschildrensphysio.co.uk
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Etchinghill Update - December 2024
ETCHINGHILL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (ERA)
Chairman: David McCombe - 07939 076617 E-mail: dmccombe1@gmail.com
Website: www.etchinghill.info Facebook: Etchinghill Residents

ETCHINGHILL FILM NIGHTS - a reminder that we do not screen films in December. We 
are currently working on our programme for the early part of 2025, so please look for the
Newsletter Update and Film Night advert in January or visit our website:
www.etchinghill.info/events1 for further information. Thank you to our residents and 
visitors who have attended and supported us throughout the year
THE BIG FAT QUIZ - SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER 7PM at Etchinghill Village Hall.
£5 per person includes Christmas crackers and mince pies! Please bring your favourite
drink and nibbles and enjoy a fun way to get into the Christmas spirit.
Tel: 07514 758936 to reserve your table. John White, Village Hall Chairman.
ERA AGM - ETCHINGHILL VILLAGE HALL - SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER - DOORS OPEN AT 
6.45PM FOR A 7PM START. Please support the ERA and come along to our AGM to 
vote for a 2025 committee. There will be an open forum session, where residents discuss 
matters affecting Etchinghill and the parish. Complimentary refreshments will be served.
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Neighbourhood Plan meeting advertised here last month took place on November 
6th. You can read about it in more detail in the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
article in this Newsletter on P19.. There is a public meeting to outline how this whole 
Parish plan is going to be taken forward at Etchinghill Village Hall on Wednesday 
11 DECEMBER at 7PM. Everyone is welcome.
CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLS - TUESDAY 24TH, 4PM AT THE GATEKEEPER
Come and join us at The Gatekeeper, with the kind permission of proprietors Helen and Eric, to sing some of 
your favourite carols from 4pm to 4.45pm. Please contact them if you wish to book a table on: 01303 864345. 
See you there!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
The ERA would like to wish all of Etchinghill’s lovely residents, families and friends, a Very Merry Christmas 
wherever they may be. We hope you enjoy a fun filled festive season and we look forward to seeing you all in 
the New Year.
News contact: Jacqui Blandford – 07543 966830 or email: jacqui.blandford@gmail.com

Does your club or charity require financial help?
 

If so, the Lyminge Association has money available for 
the purchase of capital items. Please contact Martin Fry 
(martin@rhodesminnis.org.uk) for further information on 
how to access these funds.

RHODES MINNIS CHAPEL
CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIT
SERVICE 

Led by Rev Gill Songer
A Child-Friendly Carol Service;  

then mince pies with a warm welcome 
to all friends and neighbours!

7PM
THURSDAY 

12TH DECEMBER

See you there – next to Village Hall

PARISH   CHURCH  ALTERATIONS
The long-expected internal reordering of the western end of the 
parish Church will begin in January. This will involve the removal 
of the pews at the rear of the nave, replacing the flooring with 
slabs to match those existing, modifying the heating system, 
moving the font from its position in the north aisle to its original 
location close to the south door and installing chairs to replace 
the pews. To do this the western end of the church will be 
screened off and work will be underway for at least sixteen 
weeks. The car park will be in use by contractor’s vehicles and 
possibly a skip; please keep normal vehicles clear.
The Church will therefore be closed for visiting during the 
period of work. Services will be possible on Sundays using the 
eastern end of the Church only, and heating, sound and music 
will be limited.
All this should result in a more comfortable, warmer and more 
user-friendly church by late spring/early summer next year. 
The redundant pews are to be sold and are available for 
collection from December. Anyone who is interested in 
purchasing one or more pews should contact the Church 
Wardens. The guide price will be £70 as a minimum, depending 
on the size of the pew.
Mike Chinneck 01303 863911
Derek Smith     01303 862508  
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Rhodes Minnis Circle
We are holding our Christmas party on 11th December at 2pm.
For further information contact:  Lis Hirlemann 07590 913856

Registered charity number 1125274. Company number 6589817. ® Age UK Hythe, Lyminge and Ashford 2024.

01303 269602admin@ageukhla.org.uk

Delicious Meals Delivered to 
Your Door!

Enjoy a fresh, 
two-course meal 

made 
with local ingredients. 

Nutritious, hot, 
and ready to eat,
no prep needed!

Let us bring the taste of home to you
£9.00 per delivery.

For further information and a menu

Registered charity number 1125274. Company number 6589817. ® Age UK Hythe, Lyminge and Ashford 2024.

01303 269602admin@ageukhla.org.uk

Delicious Meals Delivered to 
Your Door!

Enjoy a fresh, 
two-course meal 

made 
with local ingredients. 

Nutritious, hot, 
and ready to eat,
no prep needed!

Let us bring the taste of home to you
£9.00 per delivery.

For further information and a menu

Age UK Lyminge - Important Service Updates
We want to inform you of some important changes regarding our Age UK Lyminge Centre. Due to rising operational costs 
that we can no longer sustain, we will be relocating key services to our Hythe hub, and the Lyminge Centre will close in 
March 2025. These changes will help ensure the long-term sustainability of our services while continuing to provide high-
quality care and support to our community.
Dementia Day Break Service Relocation
Our Dementia Day Break Service will be moving to our Hythe hub by April 2025. This move is necessary to manage increasing 
costs, but rest assured, the same dedicated staff will continue to deliver care at Hythe, ensuring a smooth transition.
Closure of Laundry Service
After careful consideration, we will be closing our Laundry Service due to rising costs and decreasing demand. Final collections 
will occur during the week of 16th December, with last deliveries the following week. We appreciate your understanding.
Lyminge Charity Shop and Café
Our charity shop and café in Lyminge will remain open until Late March 2025, and we encourage you to visit. Afterward, 
our Hythe shop and café will continue to provide the same welcoming space.
Continued Support for Lyminge
We will be working closely with local parish councils to explore new opportunities for drop-in services and support groups, 
ensuring we remain connected with the Lyminge community.
Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me on 
01303 269602 or co@ageukhla.org.uk

Late Email To Editor (along with phone calls expressing similar sentiments): This decision will be a blow 
to the village and volunteers who have worked extremely hard in making the centre very welcoming.
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The

BIG FAT
CHRISTMAS QUIZ

Saturday 7th December 7pm
ETCHINGHILL VILLAGE HALL

Max 6 per table, £5 per person
Price includes mince pies and crackers

Prizes for the winning team
Plus raffle

Bring your own refreshments
Reserve your table by phoning 07514 758936
THE FUN WAY TO GET YOUR CHRISTMAS STARTED
Any profits will go to the Etchinghill Village Hall - Charity no 302732

District Councillors’ Update - December 2024
Gift Card Scams - There has been a rise in scams involving people being requested by criminals to 
purchase gift cards from stores. Scammers will say anything to get you to purchase gift cards. If you believe 
you have been scammed phone your Bank immediately, by calling 159 and report it to www.actionfraud.
police.uk or call 0300 123 2040.  Sign up to Home Page - My Community Voice Kent for further information.
Home Essential Fund - is a limited scheme to support low income households with energy efficient 
solutions to help reduce their costs and supply more efficient items to replace broken ones. This includes:

•	 Boiler servicing to ensure boilers are as efficient as possible.
•	 Boiler replacement for items that are no longer suitable for use.
•	 Oil heating servicing and support for residents that use oil for fuelling their home.
•	 White goods provision. To supply replacement or new energy efficient items to households including cookers, 
	 fridges/freezers, washing machines/dryers, microwaves and other items as appropriate.
•	 Beds and mattresses to homes that do not have suitable bed provision.

For further information Home Essential Fund | Folkestone & Hythe District Council
Otterpool Park – discussions are on-going with Homes England and the waste water treatment plant planning application is imminent.  A public 
consultation has been announced for 3 December at Sellindge Village Hall from 3.30 – 8pm. Papers on Otterpool will be considered at the Cabinet 
Meeting on 11 December 2024 and, as usual, will be webcast.
Finally, thank you to the Parish Council, the Village Halls, the School, the Lyminge Society, the Churches and for all other village organisations who 
work so hard for the benefit of the Village. Thank you also to Peter Barnes, the Editor of this excellent Lyminge Newsletter.  May I wish you all a lovely 
Christmas and all Best Wishes for the New Year.
Contact: jenny.hollingsbee@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk Mobile 07887918458  X (Twitter) @jennyhollingsbe
Firstly, can I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Some good news, F&HDC are once again providing free festive parking in Folkestone town centre so you can do your Christmas shopping. Charges in 
Folkestone & Hythe District Council car parks and on-street pay and display bays are being waived on the three Saturdays leading up to the big day: 
Saturday 7 December, Saturday 14 December and Saturday 21 December.
Progress in discussions with Homes England about becoming a strategic partner in the Otterpool Park development has been very slow because of the 
Budget. We have the full support of our local MP, Sojan Joseph, and are hoping there will be some movement with these negotiations now.
Following the recent independent review of the NHS, the government has launched a national engagement exercise called ‘Change NHS: A health 
service fit for the future: a national conversation to develop the 10-Year Health Plan’. They want as much public opinions as possible and have a 
national website to share your experiences: https://change.nhs.uk/en-GB/ . Please can I encourage you all to take time to fill in the form.
Contact: elaine.martin@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
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Fifth Trust Update  
www.fifthtrust.co.uk 

Don’t forget our Christmas craft fair on Saturday 7 
December from 11am to 3pm at the Elham Valley Vineyard.   
There’ll be a charming selection of gifts from Christmas cards, 
wrapping paper, and gift tags to homemade jams, chutneys, 
ceramics, and woodwork, lovingly crafted by our talented 
students with learning disabilities. Don’t miss delicious hot 
food served from our barbecue, scrumptious mince pies, and 
warming mulled wine. You can also sample a range of elegant 
Elham Valley Vineyard wines and purchase festive plants.  
Remember to buy your real Christmas tree from our garden 
centre.  You can also visit the exciting new bespoke gift shop 
the Gift Shack situated within the garden centre.
Happy Christmas!

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH 

10th December 
(Members Only) 

 
 

SSeeaassoonnss  
GGrreeeettiinnggss  ffrroomm  
tthhee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  

 

 

 
AAGGMM – 21st January at 

The Tayne Centre 
(more details next month) 

 
 

 
For general information about the 

Gardeners' Society: 
Email lymingegardeners@gmail.com 

   or call Anne on 07703 149008 
  

    
  

Christmas Goose
Local produce from 

Longland Farm, Elham 

Premium Quality & Welfare
Environmentally Caring

Great Taste Award 2022
Small 4-5kg • Medium 5-6kg

Large 6-7kg
£20/kg

07825 181870 
 hello@longlandfarm.co.uk

£20 deposit payable
Collection 23 Dec

8og sliced £1o
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AGE UK - LYMINGE

Registered charity number 1125274. Company number 6589817. ® Age UK Hythe, Lyminge and Ashford 2024.

01303 269602admin@ageukhla.org.uk
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Nutritious, hot, 
and ready to eat,
no prep needed!

Let us bring the taste of home to you
£9.00 per delivery.

For further information and a menu



Editor: pbarnes20@icloud.com 11 Tel: 01303 863737

Freshly Prepared
Breakfasts & Light Lunches

Home Baked Cakes
Vintage Afternoon Teas

Coffees      Teas
Takeaway Available

Private Functions
Open Tuesday to Friday 

9am - 3pm
Saturdays, open 8.30am - 1.30pm 

(breakfasts only)
Dog Friendly

THE COFFEE CABIN TEA ROOM LTD.
CANTERBURY ROAD, LYMINGE, KENT. 

CT18 8HU. 01303 864222
Instagram @thecoffeecabintearoomltd

Find us on Google Maps
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WELCOMES THE 

RETURN OF

UNDECIDEDUNDECIDED
Lyminge Parish Church 

13th December
7pm start

FREE MULLED WINE, MINCE PIES AND 
ENTRANCE

      Start your Christmas Season 
off with a party!!

MUSIC ON A FRIDAY 

MUSIC ON 
A FRIDAY 

St. Mary & St. Ethelburga 
Lyminge 

 
Nativity & Blessing of the Crib 

 

 
 

Come and be part of the Christmas Story. 
Dressing up clothes provided 

 
Meet the Shepherds & their Animals 

Dotty the sheep and Violet the goat. 
 

3pm Christmas Eve 
A fun family service for all. 
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Shelly’s General Garden 
Maintenance Service

07738 113386
Lawn mowing

Weeding - patios, paths, drives, beds & borders
Cleaning - greenhouses, conservatories, 

patios, paths
Painting - sheds, outbuildings, fences
Call Shelly on 07738 113386 

for more information
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Available face-to-face or online 
KENT TEST & PRIMARY TUITION  

Aaron Rice 
 PGCE, BA English, MA (Journalism)  

Lyminge teacher with over fifteen years of  
Primary school and 11+ experience 

DBS Certified   
Call: (01303) 862128 or (07544) 406299 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Lyminge 
Friends

Following on from our Summer 
Lunch success, our Christmas 
Lunch on Wednesday, 11 
December has already been 

fully subscribed.  We look forward to welcoming everyone at 
12.30pm on Wednesday, 11 December at St Mary and St 
Ethelburga Church.
On New Year’s Eve we are having lunch at China China in 
Lyminge at 12noon.  If you would like to join us please get 
in touch, or better still, come along to one of our meetings.
Our January lunch, on the 15th at The Gatekeeper is also 
fully booked but if you would like to join us please get in 
touch as we may be able to obtain additional places.
Everyone welcome – Entry is £4 for Social Meetings 
(including Tea/Coffee)
We are a friendly social group, and welcome new members 
and visitors so just drop into a meeting, or if you’d like to talk 
to one of us first, please call 07904 157897.  All meetings are 
held in The Methodist Church, Church Road, Lyminge from 
10.30am to 12noon unless stated otherwise.

 
 

CANTORES 
Musical Director:Malcolm Munro 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT  
2024 

 

WITH  
HYTHE TOWN BAND 

Accompanying the Choir and 
playing their own musical numbers 

Saturday December 14th at 4 pm 
At Lyminge Village Hall 

Mince Pies, Raffle, Mulled Wine. Tickets: £10, children free   
  Charity Reg. No.1087409 

with

stressful and  

Caretaker Vacancy
Lyminge Primary School

We are looking for a new Caretaker to help us with 
maintaining the smooth running of our wonderful school. The 
successful applicant will be friendly, approachable and willing 
to undertake a wide range of practical work in school and 
around our grounds. You will be required to work for 27 hours 
each week, 44 weeks of the year, on pay Kent Range 3. FTE is 
£23,337 (salary will be pro rata). There is some flexibility in the 
hours worked but we are ideally, looking for someone who can 
open up and lock up each day. 
Duties will include:

•	 undertaking daily security checks
•	 locking and unlocking buildings
•	 minor maintenance and repairs 
•	 perform duties in line with Health & Safety regulations 
	 (including COSHH) being proactive in taking action 
	 when hazards or risks are identified
•	 keeping records related to maintenance and security

Being able to solve a range of problems and organise and 
prioritise your time is essential to this position. 
We can offer you a happy, settled and supportive school 
community, wonderful children and the chance to work in 
a beautiful setting. We would welcome visits from anyone 
interested in finding out more about this position. 
This position is subject to pre-employment checks including 
an Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, 
reference checks and proof of right to work in the UK.  
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LYMINGE PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting dates
Finance and Administration - December 2nd - 18:30 - 
Lyminge Methodist Church

Community Engagement and Events - December 2nd - 
19:30 - Lyminge Methodist Church

Full Council - December 9th - 19:00 - Lyminge Methodist 
Church

Planning and Licencing - December 19th - 9:30 - 
Etchinghill Village Hall

We warmly welcome two 
new councillors to Lyminge 
Parish Council. Their fresh 
perspectives and dedication 
to our community are 
invaluable. We look forward 
to their contributions in 
fostering growth, unity, and 
a brighter future for the 
parish.

A 'steering' group for the 
Neighbourhood Plan has 
been formed to guide 
development efforts, 
ensuring community needs 
and priorities are addressed. 
Composed of local residents, 
councillors, and other 
officials/professionals, the 
group collaborates to create 
a comprehensive, inclusive 
vision for the parish.

The new Meriden Park is set 
to open soon, bringing fun 
and excitement for everyone 
in the community.

Our brand new website is 
currently in development 
and is scheduled to launch 
soon. Stay tuned for updates 
and prepare for an enhanced 
online experience!

Christmas 

As we embrace the festive season, Lyminge Parish 
Council wishes you and your loved ones a very Merry 
Christmas and a joyful New Year! May this holiday 
season bring warmth, happiness, and peace to our 
wonderful community. We look forward to continuing 
to work together in the coming year to make Lyminge 
Parish an even better place to live. Enjoy the 
festivities and stay safe.

www.lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk                                              clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk

Council news

For Lyminge, Etchinghill and Rhodes Minnis

Enter our 'Best Dressed House' 
competition and showcase your 
home's holiday spirit! Register 
now for a chance to win exciting 
prizes and bragging rights. Don't 
miss out on the festive fun—
decorate, dazzle, and be part of 
the celebration. Sign up today and 
let your creativity shine!

Planning and Licensing - December 19th - 09.30
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

BECOME A COUNCILLOR
Becoming a parish councillor offers a 
unique opportunity to make an impact in 
your local community. The role allows you 
to be directly involved in decision-making 
processes that affect everyday life, from 
maintaining local parks to addressing 
community concerns.

As a councillor, you are a voice for your 
neighbours, representing their interests 
and advocating for improvements that can 
enhance the quality of life in your parish.

It fosters a sense of civic responsibility, as 
you work with fellow residents to create a 
more vibrant and resilient community. 
Ultimately, it’s a rewarding way to 
contribute positively to society and inspire 
change at the grassroots level.

WORK FOR US
Lyminge Parish Council currently has an open job vacancy, offering a unique 
opportunity to contribute to our community's development. We are seeking a 
dedicated and passionate individual to join our team and make a positive impact. 

For more details on the role, responsibilities, and how to apply, please visit our 
website or contact the clerk. We look forward to hearing from you and welcoming a 
new team member to help us continue our mission of serving the parish community 
effectively.

JOIN THE LYMINGE VILLAGE 
HALL COMMITTEE
Volunteering for the Lyminge Village Hall 
committee is a wonderful opportunity to 
make a meaningful impact in your 
community. 

By joining, you can help shape the 
events and activities that bring our 
village together, ensuring the hall 
remains a vibrant hub for everyone. It's a 
chance to meet new people, share your 
ideas, and develop new skills, all while 
contributing to a cause that benefits 
friends and neighbours. 

Your involvement won't demand lots of 
time and can make a real difference, 
bringing community spirit and 
enhancing local life. 

Join us in creating a welcoming space for 
all—your village hall needs you!

To discuss any of our content, contact
clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk

CONTACT INFORMATION
General - clerk@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk

Handyman - fred@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
Neighbourhood Plan - 

neighbourhoodplan@lymingeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Very Best Seasonal Wishes from Thoughtful Food

Thoughtful Food....
...is a group of local volunteers looking at our food, and how this impacts 
climate change.  Our aims are to support people to produce more of their 
own food, and to shop locally, sourcing seasonal produce.  We also run a 
community allotment in Lyminge and welcome new members.
Contact: thoughtfulfoodgroup@gmail.com or on Facebook and 
Instagram @thoughtfulfoodgroup

Next Thoughtful Food meeting, Tuesday 3rd December, 7.30pm,  
at the Coach and Horses Public House

Jobs in the garden 
for December

Most of us will be busy 
preparing for Christmas but if 
you do have time to get out 
in the garden your top job 
is mulching and spreading 
compost. Don’t worry if your 
compost is not completely 
rotted it will continue to break 
down in situ especially with the 
coming frosts. 
Or you could do something a 
bit more festive for the birds, 
such as the wreath alongside.

Who loves Boxing Day? Leftovers from Christmas Day and pickles.
Here’s a recipe for Date Chutney that requires no cooking and minimal chopping, a winner. The ingredients are 
essentially all  1:1. This chutney goes so quickly in my house, I sometimes easily change the quantities to kilos!
•	 1lb dried dates
•	 1lb sultanas
•	 1lb cooking apples
•	 1lb brown onions
•	 1lb light or dark brown sugar
•	 1 clove garlic
•	 1 teaspoon allspice
Peel and core and roughly chop cooking apples. Roughly chop onion and garlic. Roughly chop dates.
Place all ingredients in a large bowl and leave to steep, covered with a cloth for 24hrs stirring occasionally.
Use a hand blender to mince together. Leave some bite though, you don’t want a puree.
Pack into sterilized jars and leave for a couple of weeks for the flavours to develop.
This chutney makes very nice presents, especially in a nice jar with a pretty label and cover.
And for all those Christmas drink mixes
Fizzy drink replacement: Carbonated water makers can work really well to replace soda providing you don’t bother with 
the syrups that come with some of them. Choose a herb tea with no flavourings, something like peppermint or chamomile. 
Pour on less than a ¼ cup  of boiling water. Steep for a minute and leave to cool. Top up with carbonated tap water. 
Pour slightly cooled boiled water over squeezed and cut lemon, lime or orange, store in the fridge and strain small 
quantities into a glass of carbonated tap water. 
And for when you can’t face another chocolate or glass of wine………
Real Food as a ‘New Year’s Resolution’ 
Looking at problems with a more positive slant can make all the difference when seeking changes we need to make to our 
food lifestyle. What are the real foods you like the most, how can you eat more of them? What is ‘out there’ that you might try 
out? Would a spring clean of your food storage help to ‘turn over a new leaf’? Would a New Year’s Resolution work for you?

•	 1 teaspoon ginger 
•	 1 generous pinch salt
•	 1 pint of vinegar, malt, cider or white wine 

depending on preference
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A Greener Christmas 
There are many ways you can make this Christmas better for the environment 
from making your own decorations to planning what you eat, find out how you 
could make a real difference to the environment over the festive period with 
just a few simple changes.

1. Make your own decorations
Why not try decorating your home for Christmas without a trip to the shops? 
Try using what you already have or making your own paper chains with used 
wrapping paper. For a fragrant addition to your decorations, bake slices of 

oranges studded with cloves and fasten to your tree with reusable ribbon. 

2. Save paper and plastic
When it comes to wrapping paper, go for a recycled variety with no glitter or 
simply wrap your presents in brown paper or a scarf and a reusable ribbon. Your 
gifts will look festive and authentic, and you’ll save money too.

3. Plan seasonal meals
Spark joy this Christmas with warming dishes packed full of goodness and seasonal local ingredients. 
Sprouts, cabbages, leeks, pears and cranberries are some of the tasty fruits and veg you can buy locally in 
December. Remember, buy only what you need and be creative with your leftovers.

4. Shop greener
Quality not quantity: Over half of UK adults say they have received gifts they don’t want at Christmas. When 
buying gifts think less but better, putting the time into picking a quality item that will last a long time. 

5. Keep the wildlife happy this winter
Lower temperatures and less daylight make a lot of wildlife less active, but many species are still easy to spot 
and will appreciate a helping hand in chilly conditions.

•	 Plant a hedge - Winter is tree planting season and if you have the space, creating 
a mixed hedge of native species can make an enormous difference for wildlife as 
it provides shelter and food. 

•	 Delay the garden tidy - As plants die back, choose to leave some of the seed-heads 
standing. The seeds will provide food for birds and small mammals, and hollow 
stems and intricate seed-heads are valuable shelter for overwintering insects like 
ladybirds. 

•	 Thaw icy waters - When temperatures drop, sort out frozen bird baths whenever 
possible so wildlife can access drinking and bathing water. When surfaces freeze, 
defrost them by carefully pouring warm water over them – but not boiling water 
as containers could crack.

6. Reduce our carbon footprint in 2025!
Thanks to the BBC for these tips for reducing our carbon footprint (full details on www.bbc.co.uk/news/
science-environment-58171814):
•	 Changes to our homes. There are lots of changes we can make around the home that can help the 

planet, most of which will also save us money. See the past two month’s newsletters for plenty of other 
ideas and opportunities.

•	 Cut out food waste and cut down on red meat. Apparently, 25-30% of the food produced around the 
world is lost or wasted, and global food loss and waste contributes around 8-10% of global greenhouse 
gas emissions.

•	 Drive less, fly less. Transport is responsible for roughly a quarter of all energy-related greenhouse gas 
emissions worldwide.

•	 Think before we buy. The carbon footprint of different types of clothing, household appliances, and other 
products, varies substantially from case to case - so what, and how much, we buy can make a difference.
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THE LYMINGE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SHAPE THE FUTURE OF OUR PARISH

Readers will recall that there have been numerous mentions of this Plan in the Lyminge Parish Council (LPC) 
pages of this Newsletter starting with the launch detailed in the February 2022 edition. Whilst progress has been 
slow, there is still a very firm commitment locally to continue the work and get the Neighbourhood Plan in place.
As a reminder, the Neighbourhood Plan is the community’s opportunity to set out how land should be used 
locally and also other policies that would be used by anyone wishing to put forward a planning application in the 
Parish. The Neighbourhood Plan covers the whole of the Parish and will ultimately sit alongside the Folkestone 
and Hythe Local Plan, carrying legal weight in planning terms.
Briefly, the Lyminge Neighbourhood Plan will cover a series of issues including:

•	 Setting out where any new housing should be located and the type of housing that is needed here
•	 Providing guidance on how any new development in the Parish should be designed so that it contributes 

positively to our local character and what makes our Parish special
•	 Conserving our valued local heritage and providing opportunities to celebrate it.
•	 Identifying areas of green space that we should protect from inappropriate development
•	 Encouraging biodiversity by safeguarding local habitats and linking these together as wildlife corridors
•	 Promoting opportunities for walking, cycling and horse riding locally.
•	 Protecting our dark skies
•	 Setting out our infrastructure priorities in terms of community facilities and local amenities
•	 Supporting our village centre and local job opportunities.

With the urgent need to continue to progress the Plan, a notice of a meeting for villagers from all parts of the 
Parish was published in the November 2024 Lyminge Newsletter. Approximately 40 people attended, which was 
a fantastic endorsement as to the importance of this community project.
The outcome of that meeting, after a vote was taken, was to create a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) 
and that a robust approach would then be made to the Full Parish Council Meeting on 11th November 2024.
The NPSG were to suggest that responsibility for developing the Plan should be handed to it. The request included 
that all files and correspondence that the LPC had accumulated would be handed over to the Steering Group 
together with access to the remaining balances of the Funding Grants already received and those which will 
come as the Plan is progressed.
In addition, the Parish Council would need to allow the Consultant employed by it until recently to be reemployed 
and work for the Steering Group. The LPC agreed. In addition the NPSG requested that two LPC members join the 
Group so that two-way contact and updates can be maintained.
At the time of writing the LPC meeting was only a few days ago but the NPSG is hopeful that it provides the files 
etc. in a timely manner. Once received, the NPSG will establish what work still needs to be done to produce a 
Draft Plan which is stage one of the application process.
The NPSG wishes to involve local residents in this process, particularly those who have knowledge, interest, skills 
and experience in the areas detailed above. In addition, the NPSG is anxious that the Plan covers all aspects of the 
needs of our residents and to achieve this welcomes information/participation from residents who have mobility 
difficulties or are in any way disadvantaged because of the facilities or lack of them within the Parish.
The NPSG has arranged for a public meeting to be held at Etchinghill Village Hall on Wednesday 11 December 2024 
at 7pm. All are welcome. Future meetings will be held at venues across the Parish and dates will be published in 
this Newsletter and on the Parish Council website and social media.
Contact details for the Group are being arranged and will be published in the January edition of this Newsletter.

	
	
	
	
	

Available face-to-face or online 
KENT TEST & PRIMARY TUITION  

Aaron Rice 
 PGCE, BA English, MA (Journalism)  

Lyminge teacher with over fifteen years of  
Primary school and 11+ experience 

DBS Certified   
Call: (01303) 862128 or (07544) 406299 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Lyminge Judo Club
(Bushido Club registered)

We are a small friendly village club. We welcome and encourage 
both novices and skilled players and train every Monday evening 
at Lyminge Village Hall from 6.30pm. Open to all ages from 6 
upwards - no upper age limit.
Juniors £2.50 per week; Seniors £3.50 per week. First session free, with no obligation.
Contact: Craig Munn email: craig.munn1@yahoo.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Lymingejudoclub
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Domestic & Commercial
•	 GRASS CUTTING
•	 HEDGE CUTTING
•	 CLEARANCE
•	 TREE WORK
•	 FENCING

Tel: 07724 447 368
Email:

enquiries@envisagegroundcare.co.uk
www.envisagegroundcare.co.uk

Anna Lindley 
(RVN, Dip.A.Physio)

•	 Offering physiotherapy assessment and treatment of dogs, cats 
and small animals.

•	 Physiotherapy can help with osteoarthritis and the ageing 
pet, post operative orthopaedic surgery, neurological, spinal 
conditions, unexplained lameness and many more conditions.

•	 I use a combination of manual therapy, laser, ultrasound therapy, 
TENS, kinesiology tape and exercises to rehabilitate your pet 
depending on your their needs. I also address environmental and 
exercise factors that can help your pet with their condition.

•	 I am fully insured with over 16 years experience working with 
animals. I am a member of the International Association of Animal 
Therapists (IAAT).

•	 For more information please visit my website:  
	 annasanimalphysio.co.uk or feel free to contact me on 
	 07944 606453 or anna@annasanimalphysio.co.uk	

•	  Why not follow me on social media:
	 Instagram: @annas_animal_physiotherapy, 
	 Facebook: @annasanimalphysiotherapy	
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Quality materials and reasonable rates
Established 1996, based in Hawkinge, Near Folkestone, 

and covering Folkestone and Hythe areas
Embracing all roofing work from small roof repairs to 

complete re-roofs.
What we do:

•	 Fibreglass Reinforced Plastic flat roofs
•	 Felt flat roofs
•	 New pitched tile and slate roofs and repairs
•	 Small and large jobs
•	 Fascias soffits and gutters
•	 Chimney repairs, rebuilds and removal
•	 Conservatory conversions
•	 Advice and free quotes
Visit full website below for more details

www.roofers-folkestone.co.uk
01303 892705     07916273886
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Bespoke Handmade Cabinet Makers based in 
Lyminge, covering Kent and the South East.
Over 30 years experience in creating stunning 
solid wood kitchens and furniture.
Get in touch for any advice, recommendations 
and a free quote.
Tel: 	 07832 360 603 or 07832 363 963
Email: 	 heaverlinch@outlook.com 
Website:	www.heaverandlinch.co.uk
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10.15-11.30am every Wednesday 
at Etchinghill Village Hall

£2.50 per child 
Come along to Etchinghill’s Parent and Toddler group welcoming 
all pre-school children. We have plenty of toys and snacks for 
the little ones, and there is always tea, coffee and cakes for the 
adults. For further information call Ruth on 07817777975, look 
at Parent and Child Etchinghill Facebook page or email us as 
parentandchildetchinghill@gmail.com.

Etchinghill

We are excited to welcome you to our 
local parent, baby and toddler group.
Please come along, meet new mums 
and dads for a chat and a play.
It costs £3.50 with tea and coffee 
provided along with snacks for your child. 
Tuesdays, term times only.  10am to 
12noon at the Tayne Centre.
First session is free.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
Contact Ellen at 07870405567.
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Rhodes Minnis Village Hall 
Charity No.800345

Rhodes Minnis Village Hall is located 2kms (1¼miles) from Lyminge 
and just off Longage Hill and Whitehorse Lane in Chapel Lane. 

The hall, which holds Hallmark accreditation, is ideal for children’s 
parties, band practice, quizzes, meetings, wedding receptions, 
fundraising events and much more. It has a fully equipped kitchen.
Rates
Mon to Fri   	 £18 per session	 £48 all day
Sat & Sun   	 £23 per session	
	 £33 for evening session and £69 all day
Sessions
AM session	 08.30 - 12.30
PM session	 13.30 - 17.30
Evening session	 18.00 - 23.45
Separate rates for Bank Holidays and New Year and special rates 
for regular users.
For all bookings and enquiries please contact:
Mick & Dorothy Athow:  01303 862616 
	             e-mail: booking-rmvh@outlook.com

ETCHINGHILL VILLAGE HALL 
HIRE FEES

The next time you are thinking of holding a function why 
not try Etchinghill Village Hall, which holds the highest 
Hallmark accreditation level (Hallmark 3), with its excellent 
facilities, including ample parking space. 
The standard hire charge for the main hall and kitchen are:

ANY DAY OF THE WEEK  ANY TIME £15 PER HOUR
No winter supplements. No extra charges.
Ideal for family parties and get togethers.

The use of a separate Committee Room is also available. 
For all bookings or enquiries please contact:
The Duty Manager on 07514 758936

Large hall with stage, new 
kitchen and flexible hire 
Excellent parking facilities, 
disabled access, proximity to                     
playgrounds and playing fields.  
Beautiful countryside location.

LYMINGE METHODIST CHURCH 
AND 
TAYNE CENTRE HALL HIRE
Church Seating Max 150	 £20 per hour
Clayson Hall (with Stage) Seating Max150	 £15 per hour 
Rigden Room Seating Max 35	 £10 per hour
Wesley Room Seating Max 15	 £10 per hour
All rooms have use of kitchen, toilets and disabled 
toilet. With the exception of Wesley room, all rooms are 
disabled-friendly and accessible.
Contact Tel: 07716521405 Email: maryeblanch@outlook.com
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To Folkestone town centre via Etchinghill & Cheriton High Street
From Lyminge, The Sidings

These bus times apply from 25 September 2023.

There are route 17 buses at 0642, 0748, 0909, 0944, 1044, 1144, 
1244, 1344, 1444, 1614 (schooldays only), 1619, 1704, 1804, and 
1904.

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS except Bank Holidays

There are route 17 buses at 1032, 1302, 1532 and 1802.

SUNDAYS & BANK HOLIDAYS

To Canterbury city centre via Elham, Barham & Bridge
From Lyminge, Wesley Terrace

There are route 17 buses at 0727, 0752 (school holidays only), 
0903, 1003, 1043, 1143, 1243, 1343, 1443, 1613, 1733, and 1858.

There are route 17 buses at 0903, 1133, 1403, and 1633.

SUNDAYS & BANK HOLIDAYS

On Mondays to Saturdays there are also route 18 buses to Sandling Station & Hythe - for times see our 
website or call the number below.

On Mondays to Saturdays there are also route 18 buses to Canterbury via Stelling Minnis and Bossingham - 
for times see our website or call the number below.

 0345 241 8000          @StagecoachSE
 customerhelpSE@stagecoachbus.com
 stagecoachbus.com

Bus times

There are route 17 buses at 0749, 0844, 0944, 1044, 1144, 1244, 
1344, 1444, 1544, 1644, 1744, 1844, and 1929.

SATURDAYS

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS except Bank Holidays

SATURDAYS

There are route 17 buses at 0742, 0842, 0943, 1043, 1143, 1243, 
1343, 1443, 1543, 1643, 1743, and 1843.

BUILDING PLANS FROM PORCH TO NEW BUILD. 
PLANNING/BUILDING CONTROL/STRUCTURAL CALCS. 
COVERING KENT/SUSSEX/SURREY.

LYMINGE, KENT CT18 8HA
TEL: +44 7974 156510
EMAIL: D.HAIME@BTINTERNET.COM

BUILDING TECHNICAL DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION DRAWING 

SERVICES. 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists

 

Tel: 03000413131  lymingelibrary@kent.gov.ukTel: 03000413131  lymingelibrary@kent.gov.uk

Monday 	 10am - 2pm
Tuesday 	 12noon - 5pm
Wednesday 	10am - 2pm
Thursday 	 10am - 5pm
Friday  	 10am - 2pm
Saturday 	   9am - 1pm

Monday 	 10am - 2pm
Tuesday 	 12noon - 5pm
Wednesday 	10am - 2pm
Thursday 	 10am - 5pm
Friday  	 10am - 2pm
Saturday 	   9am - 1pm

Lyminge Library Opening TimesLyminge Library Opening Times

Boyke Manor Cottages 
Family-run holiday lets that have been running for 12 years

Are you looking for somewhere for a break or a 
longer stay?

•	 Two cottages available in the Elham Valley (Ottinge)
•	 One sleeps 6 and the other sleeps 4 
•	 Can be let individually or together
•	 Fully equipped holiday cottages rated as 4 star

Provides relaxing holidays in a peaceful rural setting, 
close to the coast and with a wide range of places to visit 
in close proximity.
Ideal for a family getaway/holiday or short stays in 
between house purchases/whilst renovations are being 
undertaken.
Much more economical than hotels and the 
accommodation offers very high standards.
For further details, contact Paul on 07860 452640 or 
visit www.boyke-manor-cottages.co.uk  

The Lyminge Association
We're here to support and develop our community!!

Contacts:
Chair: 	 Peter Barnes 01303 863737 or 		
	 07808775302		
	 pbarnes20@icloud.com
	

Treasurer: 	 Martin Fry 01303 863177 
	  martin@rhodesminnis.org.uk
	

Minute Sec: 	 Heather Dunford 

Committee Members: 
Marian Chubb, Richard Chubb, Stephen Guyatt, 
Gillian Heywood, Robin Mackonochie, Derek Smith, 
Penny Stephens, Adrian Willcox, Bernie Wood, 
Martin Wood
Newsletter: As for Peter Barnes above.
Please contact the Chair or treasurer if you need 
any financial support for your charity.

Coach & Horses
CHECK OPENING HOURS

For bookings and any help 
needed, please phone 

01303 901011 or check 
Facebook page ‘Coach & Horses’

Dingbats 
Answers (P32)
1 Noel
2 Three Wise Men
3 Kisses under the Mistletoe
4 Last Christmas
5 Little Donkey
6 Mince Pies
7 Away in a Manger
8 Leftover Turkey
9  Holy Night 
10 Opening Presents 
11 North Pole 
12 Jack Frost 
13 White Christmas 
14 Seasons greetings 
15 Peace on Earth 
16 Pigs in blankets 
17 Donna
18 Decorate 
19 Carol 
20 Presences over Presents



Editor: pbarnes20@icloud.com 26 Tel: 01303 863737

DILTON
MINI SKIP HIRE
Ballast, Hardcore, Sand 

and Topsoil Supplied
REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

01303 812448 or 07799 433754

‘Helping you enjoy your garden’

C R T  G a r d e n i n g
All general garden and major landscaping redesign work will be 
undertaken including: full or minor garden design, hard and soft 
landscaping, new fencing and decking installation and repairs as 

we are Jacksons Fencing approved installers, hedge trimming 
and cutting, small to medium tree work. 

For a free quotation call or text Karl Dodd on 07967 442518
or email karl.dodd@live.co.uk 

Fully Insured

 Veterinary Surgery 
Independently owned veterinary surgery for all types of small animals.   
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 08:00-19:00 Saturday 08:30-13:00    

24hour emergency service 
TEL: 01303 764190

Hawkinge Veterinary Surgery, 9b Defiant Close, Hawkinge CT18 7SU
www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk 

SCRUBBERS - Est. 1988
THE HOME AND COMMERCIAL CLEANERS

One off, regular or moving day ‘Blitz’
Oven cleaning – Ironing

Carpet cleaning and more…
For a friendly and reliable service

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01303 249288 or 07834 128671

Domestic, commercial, industrial & agricultural 
electricians serving the Elham Valley and surroundings.

Acrise Electrical Services Limited

Design - Install - Maintain

Tel: 01303 656007     Mob: 07803 421240
Email: info@acrise-electrical.co.uk
Website: acrise-electrical.co.uk

Hawkinge

Tressenden Designs 
  A seamstress and costume maker with 8 years of experience. 
s Clothing alterations s Repair work undertaken s Made-to-measure; create a bespoke piece for those special occasions
s Modern and vintage designs s Costumes, ball gowns and wedding dresses
  For more information or a quote please contact Amy on:  Mobile: 07853 202304  Email: amy.louise.ford@hotmail.co.uk

Andy Mannering Flooring
SPECIALISING IN AMTICO AND KARNDEAN LUXURY VINYL TILES

•	 Also safety flooring, rubber flooring, etc.
•	 Commercial and domestic work undertaken
•	 No job too small. Free estimates & advice given
•	 Over 35 years experience & fully insured

T:0797 434 7248 or 01303 863095
E: info@andymanneringflooring.com
Please visit my website for further information and feedback	
www.andymanneringflooring.com

Rhodes Minnis Cat Sanctuary
REHOMING & BOARDING CATTERY
- Our Sanctuary takes in and rehomes 250 

unwanted cats and kittens each year. A variety of 
cats are always available to suitable homes.

-	5* Boarding Cattery under 2018 regulations
-	We are open to visitors every day from 10am-1pm 

& 2-4pm.  No appointment needed.
T: 01303 862 243  E: rminniscats@gmail.com
@rhodesminniscats       www.rhodesminniscatsanctuary.com

Seathwaite, Green Lane, Rhodes Minnis, Kent.  CT4 6XU 
Reg. Charity No. 262245

4 Station Road, Lyminge CT18 8HP4 Station Road, Lyminge CT18 8HP

Please call Richard for availability on Please call Richard for availability on 
07522 49496907522 494969

Appointments not always necessaryAppointments not always necessary

Elham Valley Electrics Ltd.
Local, Low cost, Low carbon 

Domestic Electrician 
All electrical needs & EV chargers. Free estimates.

Insured and certified by NAPIT
Call James: 07563 008202

contact@elhamvalleyelectrics.co.uk
or www.elhamvalleyelectrics.co.uk
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Trevor Law
Electrical Installations

Serving Elham Valley for 30 years
Part P Registered

07850 970087

T. M.   G R I G G S
 01303 489795  07854 098395
tobystreesurgery@gmail.com

Garden Clearance  -  Turfing  -  Hedge Cutting
Tree Work  -  Stump Grinding  -  Fence Repair

FRESHLOOK GARDENS
Regular lawn mowing service. Garden design.  Hard and soft 

landscaping. General garden work, fencing and decking. Turfing 
hedge cutting, small and medium tree work. Water features, 

ponds and patios.
For free quotation ring Danny Scott
01303 242140 or 07795510093

mrdanscott89@gmail.com
Established since 1990. Fully insured.

JBS 
BUILDERS

Specialising in Brickwork, Fencing, Landscape Gardening. Tree work undertaken (lopping, 
felling and clearing).
General household repairs, painting, plastering, power jetting & cleaning.
No job too small!! All work guaranteed and insured.
For free advice and quotations please call: 07825 168010/ 01303862361 (anytime)

Local Tradesman

  J Tappenden
    Established over 40 years ago

Painter/Decorator
01303 862467
077755 78008

Jackson Plumbing
Property Maintenance

Complete bathrooms and tiling
No job too small.  Special rates for OAP’s.

Telephone:  home/evening 01303 270691 
or daytime 07773 089398 or 07864 929826

Gavin Allfree

General Landscaping Including
Fencing • Turfing • Paving

T 07495 299711    E gavinallfree@gmail.com    

TERRA FIRMA
SOLUTIONS

Hamilton Windows & Doors
New joinery, restoration, double glazing of old and 

existing timber windows
Bring your windows and doors back to life and get rid of 
cold draughts, or replace them with beautiful new ones.

Joiner/carpenter with many years of experience.
Based in Lyminge, please feel free to call for more information. 

07792901266    Alex_b_hamilton@live.co.uk

C. Brewer
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior Painting
15 years of experience  ~  a keen eye for detail

Clean and tidy worker
Good rates and senior citizens discount of 10% off labour

07510 631497

To advertise in this space, please contact 
Peter Barnes

pbarnes20@icloud.com
01303 863 737
07808 775 302
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South East Aerial & Satellite Solutions
Digital – Freeview – Satellite – Aerials

Supply and fit of quality digital installations, FREEVIEW, SKY, 
aerials, poor reception and problem solving, upgrades and       

repairs by fully accredited engineers
Free quotations and advice, fixed prices, fully insured

NO CALL-OUT CHARGE
 07825 168010 - 01303 862361

Fixed price 24hrs a day. No extras.  
Written Confirmation of booking.
For the Easy Airport Link, Think AIR LINK!
01303 670370 - 07766 824 474
airlinkcars@yahoo.com

AIR LINK CARS
   (You pack up, we pick up) 
Airport, Seaport & Long Distance Travel Specialists.
The Family Run Business where service really counts
Estate cars and People Carriers

From design to build, we use trusted quality trade professionals 
along with reliable suppliers to ensure budgets are met, with high 
standards maintained. If you’re looking to –

•	 Extend your property
•	 Carry out an external or internal refurbishment
•	Convert an existing building into a new dwelling

 Please contact: paul@apxprojectmanagement.co.uk 07487 364155

Auto Economy Centre
Fully equipped Mechanical Repair & Service Centre

With the latest diagnostic equipment
Half price MOTs when booked with any service

01303 863656
Orchard Garage, Canterbury Rd, Etchinghill

www.autoeconomycentre.com

8:00 - 19:00

Park House Sanctuary Boarding Kennels & Cattery
Park House, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN

Brick-Built Heated Kennels. Daily Walks ~ Reasonable Rates 
Dogs must be fully inoculated. Heated Cat Chalets

Quiet Area Inspection Invited.  
To book or for further information, call 01303 862622 

or email lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
www.lordwhisky.co.uk

As osteopaths, Adam and Katie 
can help patients suffering from 
a wide variety of conditions 
including arthritic pain, circulatory 
problems, frozen shoulder, back 
pain, sciatica and much more.
Please visit our website or give us 
a call for more information.

AK Healthcare, 
Garden Suite, 

4 Station Road, Lyminge

Tel: 07904311554 /
 07980897382

www.akhealthcare.org.uk

D.W. Garden and Mini Digger Services
Mowing, Fencing, Hedge Cutting, 

Chainsaw Work, Turfing
Free Quotes

Contact David  07765789721

Based in Etchinghill, I provide a personalised service with a one-off, 
flat fee of £180 to prepare & submit your Tax Return.  No hidden costs.  

FMAAT Licensed Accountant, fully insured and HMRC-authorised.

Contact Anita: 
07361 238744 or aabookkeepingservicesaadams@gmail.com
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D.M.B. Plastering
All aspects undertaken

Interior. Exterior. Plastering. Rendering.
Coving. Ceilings. Wall. Floors

Finest quality assured. CSCS Certified.
30 years experience.

Free estimates. Reliable service. Fully insured.
Call David on 07818 607209

Total garden care for all your needs

TIM MILLETT
Grass Maintenance, General Gardening, Small & Medium 

Size Tree Work, Stump Grinding and Wood chipping
Fencing Repairs & New Installations

Turfing, Hard & Soft Landscaping
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

07752 880583
Email: info@tmhorticulture.co.uk

N.P.C. 
Domestic Appliance Services

Service and repair of washing machines, tumble driers, 
dishwashers, cleaners and small electrical work. 

For a prompt and friendly service

Call Neil Collard 01303 892234 or 07798716044
or Google me on Yell.com

JON DAUGHTERS - Local Builder
All aspects of general building works undertaken including: roofing, kitchens, bathrooms and small extensions

Trading for over 30 years  Free quotes, no obligations, fully insured
Telephone: 01303 863371  Email: daughters777@hotmail.co.uk

House Clearance covering South East Kent…..and beyond!
CAROL CREES CLEARANCES 

- Est. over 30 years
Full/part house clearance

Fair prices paid
Antique/Vintage/Retro/Modern 

Registered rubbish carrier

Contact Simon Cullen on 07745 421680 or sijnzo@aol.com

07745 532075
Podiatry, Chiropody, 

Foot Health
Treating and managing foot 

and nail conditions, corns, 
callus, insoles, ingrown nails, 

diabetic foot care
www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk

KJB GARDEN SERVICES
Weeding, Pruning, Mowing, Hedge 

Cutting & General Maintenance
01303 862181 or 07704 989 402 

Over 35 years experience

Your Local Electrician
For all your electrical needs

•	 18th Edition/Part P Registered
•	 Insured & all work guaranteed
•	 All electrical work carried out including EV charging points
•	Covering Lyminge, Etchinghill & surrounding villages
Call for a free, no obligation quote and to discuss your 
electrical requirements.
 

07878 457018         01303 814372
info@hughes-electrical.co.uk  www.hughes-electrical.co.uk

Contact Simon for any electrical maintenance, refurbishments or 
upgrades with a friendly, clean and professional approach to work 

07891103065   
info@ewinselectrical.co.uk  www.ewinselectrical.co.uk

    

APPOINTMENT NOT ALWAYS NEEDED

FREE WIFI

WEDDINGS & SPECIAL OCCASIONS

GENTS WELCOME

SHELLAC NAILS

4 Station Road, Lyminge
Folkestone
Kent, CT18 8HP

01303 647 222

info@snippersandclippers.co.uk

SNIPPERS & CLIPPERS
UNISEX  HAIR  SALON

Your local reliable Electrician
Part P Registered & Elecsa Approved

On Electrical Safety Register & Fully Insured
For a free quotation call James on

01303 766333
www.sunhouse-electrical.com
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B.M. Plumbing & Maintenance Services
Local Lyminge Tradesman

Plumbing and heating works. Complete bathroom 
install including tiling. General building maintenance 
undertaken. No job too big. No job too small.

Cheaper rates for senior citizens
07890854128    Benmillsplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

MWH
window and gutter cleaning service 

Mark Haley
 

Lyminge and surrounding areas 
For a free no obligation quote, please contact me 

Mobile: 07738 479202 
Home: 01303 863 702       Email: haleymark161@gmail.com 

Find us also on Facebook

   CEDAR TREE CARE
      All types of tree work undertaken

    Crown lifting, crown reductions,
       dismantling and removals, hedge maintenance,

pollarding, stump grinding and removal, mobile saw milling,
wood land maintenance, all year round seasoned logs available

Fully insured and NPTC qualified with over 15 years experience
Call Tom: 07769 908027 email: linchlogs@gmail.com

07790  290  155

Financial Planning
David Gridley - Chartered Financial Planner
Range of quality advice from a fully qualified adviser:

•	Pre- and Post-Retirement Planning 
•	Investment Planning
•	Inheritance Tax Planning

For further information, please contact our Lyminge office
David Gridley FPFS
Tel: 01303 863959    Email: davidgridley@sjpp.co.uk

All Aspects of Tree 
Work Undertaken
NPTC Qualified

Fully Insured
Please call Shane for 

a Free Quote
07963 203564 or 

01303 621992

Hand made curtains, 
Roman blinds & soft 

furnishing  
Curtain alterations

Tel: Valery Wren 07811563512

  

We are a local company that specialise in double glazing repairs offering a wide 
range of service’s that include: Replacement double glazed units - Locks - Hinges - 
Handles - Rubber Seals - Gaskets.

For a free estimate please call:   07912317915 or 01303 863689
or email:   dsdoubleglazingservices@gmail.com

FULLY INSURED FULLY INSURED

Elham Dog Training Club  
Dog training and Pet care services 
	 • Puppies from 12 weeks old 
	 •	 Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme Puppy through to Gold
	 • 1-2-1 home-based puppy training also available 

	 •	 Other pet care, dog walking and day cover available 
	 •	 Other fun classes available – ask for details

Lyn Fagg 07866 234820                 Email: Elhamdtc@gmail.com

Fincham Plumbing & Heating
We specialise in bathroom remodelling, including all tiling & pipework

Natural gas boiler servicing, Installation, Maintenance, Repairs, Replacement
All your plumbing requirements

Martin is a Qualified Plumber & Gas Engineer with over 30 years experience
Gas Safe, CIPHE, WIAPS registered

Rosemary & Martin Fincham
07835 851 706   martinfincham@sky.com
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15th November - Distance Today 6.54km. Total Distance 84.41km
It was a cold yet bright morning as we set off in the south-westerly direction. The rolling nature of the countryside was 
accentuated by the low morning sun. Having reached the top of Brady Road, we joined a footpath that followed both the North 
Downs Way and Pilgrims Way in parts. Dad didn’t seem to worry too much about which one as long as it was going downhill, 
bless him!! We are walking over the chalk bedrock that pops up as the White Cliffs in Dover.
The scene in front of us was very ethereal. You wouldn’t have known that the major transport arteries, both road and rail, as 
well as communications and power flow through this area. It looks mystical other than the sound of traffic pounding along the 
hidden M20. As we enjoyed our sense of isolation we suddenly became aware of the obligatory cows and calves. Thankfully 
they had little interest in us as we passed by cautiously.  We are fairly high up and in a prominent position. On reflection, it 
wasn’t surprising that we stumbled across a beacon put in place for past national celebrations. 
We were soon descending to the little hamlet of Postling and source of the East Stour river. Much of the area seems reflect 
its roots back in the Doomsday Book.  The church is very quintessentially English with some parts of it dating back to 11th 
century ….. as well as loads of bones!! Even the road sign seems to have a certain charm. 
We leave Postling and wend our way back home via the bumpy field having had a great morning with lovely weather to match.

Ben

We signed up in October for this challenge, a charity close to my heart. We started walking on 1st November 
and each day, Ben has written a travelogue of our walk which we have put on Facebook www.facebook.com/
donate/1042892997313923/?fundraiser_source=external_url. 
Many of his readers have been overwhelmed by his ability (big a-paws!!) to capture the walk and have even encouraged 
him to publish them. This month I, the newsletter editor, have little in the way to fill this page of the newsletter. I have 
therefore grabbed this opportunity to publish one. All the others can be found using the Facebook link above.

Ben and I are bowled over by people’s 
generosity in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support. It is fur-nominal!!
We completed the 100km challenge 
mid November and will continue 
recording our distances to the end of 
the month. So if there is anybody who 

would still like to contibute, I have a sponsorship form and I’m happy to receive your donations, 
through the front door (Ivy Lodge, Woodland Road CT18 8EP) or give me a call (078 087 
75302) and I’ll arrange to collect it. Alternatively, you can donate through the online link which 
is: www.facebook.com/donate/1042892997313923/?fundraiser_source=external_url
Currently, we have raised £894 (25 November) and there’s more in the pipeline!! Each day Ben has 
‘pawed’ a writeup of the walk which have received some rave reviews, even encouraging him to 
publish them!! We’ll see; there is a taster below. Suddenly, £1000 looks very possible - see the final figure in January’s edition.

So our heartfelt thanks to you all. I’m sure Macmillian will make good use of it.        Peter Barnes

Ben insisted on 
putting in a selfie!!
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This month we look at the crossroads formed by the High Street, Church Road and Well Road.  For centuries, this was the 
economic heart of Lyminge, and here was the pub, the Coach and Horses, known as such since at least 1769 when the 
landlord was John Hogben, and it may have had this name for much longer than this.  The pub that stood then is seen in 
the picture on the left, which probably dates to the 1870s or early 1880s, judging by the dress of the woman standing at 
the door.  The field that lies behind the pub is now thought of as Tayne Field, but earlier in the 19th Century this was Coach 
Meadow.  Tayne Field was the field further south that is now largely occupied by the school, the boundary between the two 
still being visible as a raised bank near the footpath.
All that remains of the old pub is the coach house, not actually visible in either photo, but still standing to the south side 
of the pub itself and still with a small stable yard in front.  The current pub building bears the date 1888, indicating that it 
was redeveloped in the wake of the opening on 4 July 1887 of the first section of the Elham Valley Railway that ran from 
Shorncliffe Camp (now Folkestone West) to Barham.
In the days before village halls, the Coach and Horses served as a meeting place for the village.  The ratepayers of the 
parish would often hold their meetings there, and auctions are found listed in the local newspapers.  Organisations would 
hold dinners at the pub, like the United Kentish Britons Friendly Society who met there in April 1862.  Such events were so 
popular that around 1904, the facilities were expanded to include a free-standing dining hall that could house up to 150 
people seated for dinner.  This structure lasted into the 1960s, but although it was demolished, the space is still part of the 
beer garden and is often covered with a temporary awning.  The Coach and Horses continues to serve the local community 
with food and drink, just as it has done on this same spot for at least two and a half centuries. 

Out & About.. Do you have any photos of local events or groups in action? If so, can you 
please forward them along with a few words to pbarnes20@icloud.com  

LYMINGE THEN AND NOW
Our monthly look at how Lyminge has changed over the years, with thanks to Lyminge Historical Society. 

Christmas
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See P25 for answers


